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Ethics: 


By Joyce Carr 

ALCALA PARK — Jesuit Father 
Richard McCormick characterized the 
past 20-year developments in moral 
theology. as ‘“‘liberating,”” the present 
period as ‘‘onerous’’ and the future as 
“bright”? in a lecture at USD’s Salomon 
Hall, Nov. 13. 

His presentation, 
Present and Future” 
fewer than 100 people. It was sponsored 
by the Associate Student Body Speaker’s 
Bureau. 

THE SECOND Vatican Council 
called for a re-examination of the basic 
beliefs upon which moral concepts are 
based, he said. This resulted in ‘‘moving 
away from the -rigor and_ precision” 
previously used to measure ethical 
conduct and a trend toward considering 
“the signs of the times in our culture.” 


“Morality: Past, 
was attended by 


The ‘‘fresh look”’ at moral issues led to 
a ‘‘rejection of legalism — that mental 
and emotional outlook causing people to 
get very serious about unimportant 
things,” he said. 

The morality of an action came to 
depend more on the person “taken in all 
dimensions and_ relationships.’” Our 


actions are characterized by certain 
aS, men st oan 3 2 

i ; -both 

‘promotive or detr the 


example of an‘amputation, which can be 
promotive in saving a person’s life but 
detrimental in causing pain and 
disfigurement. 

IN MAKING choices, Catholics 
should ask whether the action would be 
more of a value or a disvalue for them, he 


present is ‘onerous,’ 
Jesuit priest tells USD group 


and its ‘‘formulation.’’ Because we have 
limited philosophical tools, limited 
language and very limited minds, our 
formulation of behavioral norms 1s only 
more or less adequate, and therefore 
‘inherently revisable,”” he sald. 

He illustrated the ‘‘tentative’’ nature of 
moral statements by explaining how 
interpretations of the sacredness-of-life 
principle have changed. 

‘““SEVERAL POPES have stated that 
direct abortion is never permissible, even 
to save the life of the mother...arguing 

deaths are better than one 
Almost no one believes that 


that two 
murder. 
anymore,’ he said. 

‘“Some argue that in such cases the 
abortion is indirect. Others, including the 
Belgian hierarchy, say it is direct, but 
morally permissible as the only life- 
serving option available in tragic 
circumstances.” 

Such revisions upset those who hanker 
for expressions of morality that are 
‘“‘éternally valid and true,”’ he said. 

THE PAST represents an opening to 
‘new directions”’ in moral theology, but 
the present represents a definite closing. 
‘‘We are experiencing an arch- 
conservative backlash at the highest levels 
of the Catho 
citing recent mandates of the Roman 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith to have the imprimaturs removed 
from the books Christ Among Us and 
Sexual Morality. 

Such interventions support the 
prevalent ‘“‘confusion about response to 


- Church,’’ he claimed, ies: 


SDOP helps people ‘improve quality of life’ 


By Veronica Garcia 

SAN DIEGO — Nearly 10 years ago, six people who 
had taken a summer course in liberation theology planted 
a seed when they decided to clean up the area around a 
local church. The seed took root and blossomed into the 
San Diego Organizing Project, a coalition of 14 
neighborhood organizations which work to. improve the 
quality of life in their communities. 

Juanita Tucker, one of the original six involved in 
clean-up efforts around Christ the King Church, said the 
group’s purpose was to help people help themselves by 
working on common goals. | 

BEFORE A neighborhood can organize, an issue is 
required, she said. People would not be interested in 
organizing if they did not have a cause to work for, she 


added. 


Community organization 
requires finding 
‘common goals’ | : 


Augustinian Father Michael McFadden, who for five 
years has worked as a professional community organizer 
for SDOP, said a neighborhood can ‘‘change reality over 
time’? by organizing. When a_ neighborhood has a 
problem, one of the four SDOP organizers will meet with 
the group and teach them how to analyze and develop a 
strategy to correct it. 

SDOP organizers work with the 14 neighborhood 
groups within the Golden Hill, Southeast San Diego, 
Encanto and Emerald Hills communities. 


BEFORE ORGANIZING a neighborhood, a “‘power 


analysis’? is done, Father McFadden explained. The 


BIBLE WEEK WINNER — As the fog lifts, a spring day begins on the Oregon coast, 
inspiring this winning entry by Tom DeMoss of Eugene, Ore., in the sixth annual col- 
or slide competition for National Bible Week. It illustrates, “The trees in the woods 
will shout for joy when the Lord comes to rule the earth (1 Chronicles 16:33).”’ Na- 
tional Bible Week, Nov. 18-25, is sponsored by the Laymen’s Bible Committee. 
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empirical evidence. 


Father 
between the 


organizer gets to know those who have influence in the 


neighborhood, like pastors and school principals, he 


added. 


‘The second step in organizing Is canvassing the area to 
‘*talk to the people who live there,’’ the Augustinian said. 
Vhe organizer tries to ‘discover what’s going on about 
housing, parks, street sweeping.” 


Then, an organizer is able to ‘‘identify those who have 
a common goal,’’ Father McFadden explained. The 
organizer can then ‘‘get the people to help themselves’ by 
showing them how to develop an agenda for a meeting 
with those interested in correcting a particular situation. 


AS AN example of a neighborhood goal, Father 
McFadden cited one community group which prevented a 
truck stop from being built on a 60-acre tract of land 
behind St. Jude Church. Vhe community felt the truck 
stop would have a negative effect on area schools with 
increased noise and traffic, he explained. 


Some neighborhood goals are more easily accomplished 
than. others, Father McFadden noted. ‘SDOP 
neighborhood organizations “‘have done many little 
things,”’ like planting trees and cleaning streets. To keep 
a community organization going, people need to see that 
their efforts have an impact, he commented. 


Big issues, like drug sales, street fighting and the 
quality of education are neighborhood goals which are not 
easily addressed, Father McFadden said. Communities 
must ‘‘know they can’t be solved today or next year,’’ he 


added. 
ALTHOUGH DRUG problems are not easily solved, 


communities can, and do, have an impact in that area of 


concern, the Augustinian said. When a park at 40th and 
Ocean View Boulevard had become a ‘‘drug market,”’ 


-said. Vhis question cannot be answered 
by ‘‘authoritative statements’? but by 


the ordinary teachings of the Church,”’ he 
said. Ordering the removal of an 
imprimatur does not necessarily mean the 
book is at odds with Catholic doctrine, 


McCormick distinguished 
‘substance’ of a conviction 


Please turn to page 2 


Fr. McFadden D. Gomez 
the community worked to get the police to be more 
vigilant about park patrols, he said. ‘‘The park is a good 
place now. Kids play there after school,’’ he added. 

Dustano Gomez, head of the Sherman © Action 
Community (SAC), one of SDOP’s community 
organizations, said his neighborhood also had a problem 
with drugs being sold on the streets. ‘‘The place was like a 
swapmeet,”’ he said. 

The people in SAC ‘‘got together and demanded action 
from the police,’? Gomez said. Because of their efforts, 
drug sales no longer take place on the streets. “‘We had to 
stop the drug sales because of the kids’’ in the 
neighborhood, he added. 


THE SHERMAN Action Community is raising funds 
for a community center, ‘‘a place where youth and older 
people can go to learn’’ or enjoy recreation, he said. 
Mervyn’s Department Stores has already agreed to 
donate money for the purchase of the land, Gomez said. 
He anticipates it will take two or three years to complete 


the center. 
Please turn to page 7 


Briefs 


REPORTS DENIED — Canadian and 
U.S. Ukrainian Rite bishops have denied 
news reports that the Vatican has sent them 
“secret instructions’? to suspend. all married 
priests of their rite who’ have been ordained 
since 1963. Their denials followed the 
publication of articles in the Nov. 5 Newsweek 
and the Nov. 8 Pittsburgh Post-Gazette saying 


that such instructions were issued. 


LAY PREACHING — The USS. bishops 
need to have guidelines for when lay persons 
can preach in churches, Bishop Frank J. 
Rodimer of Paterson, N.J., said Nov. 15. 
Bishop Rodimer told bishops at their general 
meeting in Washington that part of the new 
Code of Canon law states that lay persons can 
preach in a church if the bishops’ conference 
deems it ‘‘necessary’? or ‘‘useful,’’ but 
another part of the code reserves the homily for 
priests or deacons. 


‘IMPROVE COMMUNICATION’ — A 


panel of U.S. bishops, in a report on the 


controversy earlier this year over the loss of 


imprimaturs for two catechetical works, has 
said improved communication between jhe 
bishops and the Vatican on such issues *‘would 
be helpful.’’ Vhe bishops’ Committee on 
Education report said that while it recognized 
the direct releationship between the Vatican 
and the individual bishops who grant 
imprimaturs, it was also concerned about the 
implications of the imprimatur controversy for 
other catechetical resources. 


AMERICANS TALK — A Vatican official 
concerned with the. laity says American 
Catholics are more willing than Europeans to 
discuss their faith. But he said that the parish 
focus of U.S. Catholicism could prevent that 


faith from influencing the surrounding secular’ 


society. 


‘GRAVE RESPONSIBILITY’ — 
Bishops, including the bishop of Rome, have a 
“grave responsibility’? to foster a spirit: of 
ecumenism among Catholics, said Pope John 
Paul Il in a Noy. 16 talk to a meeting of the 


Reaching out 


Muslims than Catholics in the world. 


exist. Remember the Crusades? 
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On the cutting edge against Islam 


Since the Iran crisis of five years ago we have all probably heard more about 
Islam and ayatollahs than ever before. Islam, the common belief of those we call 
Muslims of Mohammedans, accounts for the religious persuasion of one-fifth of 
humanity, or some 832 million persons. By comparison we Christians number 
just over 1 billion, of whom 607 million of us are Catholics. So there are more 


Most Muslims live in Asia, 30 percent being on the Indian sub-continent. 
Next comes the middle East, with 26° percent. And what Jerusalem is to 
Christians, Mecca, in Saudi Arabia is to Muslims — their special holy city. 
They share Jerusalem as a holy city with us because it is third in importance 
after Mecca and Medina. From their Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, they 
believe Mohammed ascended to his heaven. 

Movements of Islamic reform are currently very active, including even a 
closer look at Christians. Unul recendy Christians and Muslims have scarecly 
been on speaking terms but now there is a Christian-Islamic dialog at least in 
initial stages. This is starting to set aside the recriminations that each have had 
towards the other over past centuries, and acknowledging prejudices which still 


The Pope’s visits to Asia and Africa have elicited a polite Muslim tesponse. 
Messages of goodwill from) Rome on Islamic high holidays have spread 
goodwill. Regional bishops’ meetings in Asia have explored dialog between the 
two religions. All positive signs. But only signs, as yet. 

Hopeful signs are starting from both sides, suspicion and hatred of centurics 
has to be exorcised. Meanwhile let us give our support to those on the cutting 
edge of this dialog, particularly our missionaries in Asia and Africa. 


Rev. Anthony Chylewski. Mission Office 


Here is my gift for God’s work in the missions: $.... . 


Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity. 


GIBRALTAR’S NEW ROCK — Pope 
John Paul II has named an Irish native, Msgr. 


Bernard Patrick Devlin, as bishop of 


Gibraltar, the Vatican announced. Bishop- 
designate Devlin, 63, has since March been 
diocesan administrator of Gibraltar, a British 
colony bordering Spain. Spain also claims 
Gibraltar, which causes periodic tensions with 
Britain. 


BISHOPS’ CALL — Seventeen USS. 
bishops have called on the Reagan 
administration to end its policy of 
‘constructive engagement”’ with South Africa 
and to implement a U.N. plan for Namibian 
independence from the white-ruled nation. 
The bishops’ statement, issued Nov. 15, also 
condemned South Africa’s system of racial 
segregation, apartheid, and called for 
immediate relief and long-term development 
to help relieve famine in two dozen. African 
nations. 


‘HOPE AND JOY’ — Basic Christian 
communities do not seek to divide the Catholic 
Church between rich and poor classes, and can 
be a source of “hope and joy’’ within the 
parish structure, said Auxiliary Bishop Carlos 


. Jose Boaventura Kloppenburg of Sao 


Salvador de Bahia, Brazil. In Latin America, 
the communities also have a valid political role 
to play in society as long as their stands are 
based on their faith and not on partisan 
ideologies, he added. 


NEW CONCORDAT — Vatican Secretary 
of State Cardinal Agostino Casaroli and 
Italian Prime Minister Bettino Craxi signed an 
agreement Nov. 15 which would end a state 
subsidy for clergy in Italy by 1990. The 
agreement comprises the final sections of the 
new concordat between Italy and the Catholic 
Church. It addresses not only subsidy of 
Italian clergy, but also maintenance of Church 
buildings and income tax deductions for 
religious purposes. The new concordat 
replaces a set of agreements established in 
1929. 


SIEGE CONDEMENED — Archbishop 
Juan Francisco Fresno of Santiago has 
condemned a state of siege ordered by Chilean 
President Augusto Pinochet, saying it has 


caused fear and anguish among Chileans. He * 


also said the action, which imposed strict 


with Deacon Michael Newman 
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censorship, has interfered with relations 
between the Church leadership and _ the 
faithful. 


MARYKNOLL EMPHASIS — Sister 
Louise Ahrens, newly elected president of the 
Maryknoll Sisters, said that in the years ahead 
her order will continue its emphasis on justice 
and give increased attention to interreligious 
dialogue. The 46-year-old native of Detroit 
was elected president of the Maryknoll Sisters 
by the order’s General Assembly Nov. 12. She 
will take office Jan. 6 for a six-year term. 


PEACE TABLE FIRST — “‘I suggest that 
instead of having a war and then going to the 
peace table, we eliminate the war and go 
directly to the peace table,’’ said Bishop 
Maurice J. Dingman of Des Moines, Iowa, 
who led a prayer service for Central America 
Nov. 13 at Lafayette Park near the White 
House. Bishop Dingman told the 200 persons 
at the rally, including nine other bishops, that 


people in the United States often turn a deat 


ear to the suffering in Central America. 


‘NEW HOPE’ — Cardinal Jaime Sin of 


Manila, Philippines, said he has hopes for 
“‘new beginnings’” after his recent wip to 


China, which included meeting with leaders of 


the government-recognized Catholic group 
which rejects ties with the Vatican, according 
to UCA News, a Hong Kong-based news 
service. The cardinal rejected suggestions that 
he was representing the Vatican during the 
Oct. 27-Noy. 6 trip, and said he had gone ‘‘in 
a purely personal capacity to be reuinted with 
my relatives whom I had never seen.”’ 


Official 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Sunday, Nov. 25, 11 a:m., Palm Desert, 
dedication of St. Francis of Assisi Church. 

Wednesday, Nov. 28, noon, San Diego, 
University Club, Catholic Community 
Services board meeting. 

Thursday, Nov. 29, 8 p.m., San Diego, 
Copley Library, dedication dinner for 
Harmon Hall School of Education, University 
of San Diego. 

Friday, Nov. 30, 2 p.m:, San Diego, 
University of San Diego Camino Theatre, 
dedication of Harmon Hall. 


Father Peter M. Escalante, 
, secretary 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 


Friday and Saturday, Nov. 23-24, San 
Bernardino, Our Lady of Guadalupe Church. 

Sunday, Nov. 25, 3 p.m., Chula Vista, St. 
Rose of Lima Church, Guadalupana 
Confederation meeting. 

Sunday, Nov. 25, 7 p.m., San Diego, Our 
Lady of the Sacred Heart Church, youth 
meeting. 


‘Bright future’ of moral theology detailed 


continued from page 1 


‘‘which includes many gradations of 
teachings — some definitive and some 
provisional.”’ 

Many Catholics mistakenly believe that 
the provisional or ordinary teachings of 
the .Church ‘‘demand uncritical and 
unqualified obedience which excludes any 
possibility of -dissent. Arch-conservative 
elements in the Church perpetuate these 
ideas by dealing with dissent as deviancy, 
lack of loyalty and unorthodoxy. 
“Faithfulness to the Church is not 
fundamentalism, nor is is uncritical 
obedience,”’ he said. : Z 

“CONFUSION ALSO exists about 
the nature of theology,’’ he continued. 


‘‘Theology comes into being when leaders _ 


begin to reflect on their faith. But the 
Church is not prepared to incorporate 
theological speculation into her thinking 
and acting. Certain conclusions are not 
correct just because Vatican officials 


approve them. They can approve them - 


only because they are seen as -correct, 
which is a process. We’re existing in an 
atmosphere of renewed overcentralization 
which tends to isolate and undermine 
theologians doing no more than their 
honest job.” ~ ; 


But Father McCormick sees a bright 
future in ethics ‘‘if Catholics and Catholic 
moral theologians focus on the right issues 
in the right spirit.’ He considers among 
these issues the role of women in the 
Church, the responsibilities of wealth and 
the nuclear arms race. 


photo by Susan Nowak 


INDEXING — Rodney Goins (right), shows some of the fruits of his labors as an in- 
dexer to Father Louis Copestake, editor of the Southern Cross. Goins has been 
hired to index by topic Southern Cross articles for the last few years. Copies have 
been sent to the University of San Diego Copley Library and the diocesan archives. 
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Franciscan Sisters of the 
Immaculate Conception 


11320 Laurel Canyon Blvd. 
San Fernando, CA 91340 
(818) 898-1546 
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Beyond ourselves 


Volunteer opportunities abound 


By Susan Nowak 


As the third season of RENEW draws 
to a close, there is an expectancy among 
some Church leaders that theme of the 
latest installment of RENEW will lead 
people to take action. 

The three purposes of RENEW are to 
listen to the Lord and reflect on Him 
through scripture, to build community 
and to reach out beyond ourselves, Msgr. 
John Dickie, RENEW director, said. 
This season’s theme, ‘‘Empowerment by 
the Spirit,’? probably will focus 
participants on the latter purpose, he 
added. 

“‘IF WE really believe we are the 
Church and we talk about the mission of 
the Lord...well who is going to do that?”’ 
Msgr. Dickie said in an interview before 
the latest season began six weeks ago. 

Social justice is the theme underlying 
the subject of ‘‘empowerment,”’ he said. 

“The Holy Spirit brings us to the 
fullness of Christian maturity and 
responsibility. Through the Spirit we 
share in the mission of Jesus and in 
reaching out’ to others in our 
communities, our parishes, our families, 
our places of business and in the wider 
society,’ stated the focus theme for the 
third week of this RENEW season. 

A LARGE number of volunteer 
possibilities exist within the Church in 
San Diego and in the community at large. 
The following overview of volunteer 
options is by no means exhaustive, but 
should begin to point out the great local 
need for volunteers. 


Engaged Encounter, a program of 
Catholic Community Services’ Family 
Life Department, provides weekend 
retreats for engaged couples who plan to 
marry in the Catholic Church. It is one 
way to fulfill the diocesan marriage 
preparation requirement. ; 

“*There’s always room for volunteers”’ 
in Engaged Encounter, Dennis Horn 
said. He and his wife, Jayne, are diocesan 
coordinators for the movement. The 
moyement needs babysitters for the 
children of couples who give the retreats. 
Retired persons and young married 
couples are ideal for that task, Horn said. 

Engaged Encounter can also use typists 
and would appreciate anyone who could 
provide notebooks, pens, first aid 
supplies, toiletries or printing services at a 
reduced price. 

Contact: Dennis and Jayne Horn at 
279-7594 or 279-2122. 

Parishes: St. Pius X Church in Chula 
Vista exemplifies the need for parish 
volunteers. Workers could be used in the 
CCD program, choirs, SHARE, the 
social concerns committee, Bingo, repair 
and maintenance committee, adult 
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education committee, RENEW 
(facilitators for next semester), annual 
bazaar planning, Stewardship 
telephoning committee, as hospitality 
ministers (ushers) and at the school — 
library assistants, office workers and 
playground attendants. 

Many of those functions are already 
attended to by volunteers, but, ‘“‘We 
always need more,’ said St. Pius X’s 
pastor, Father Donald Kulleck. 

He thinks the parish is a good place to 
start when volunteering, but warned 
about’ becoming too parochial in 
Christian service. ‘‘You’ve got to keep in 
mind the kinds of volunteering I’m 
talking about (in the parish) are all 
essentially self-service.”’ 

Those who work in the parish are “‘in 
the end, giving to themselves’’ and the 
community of which they are a part, 
Father Kulleck said. The last season of 
RENEW called for reaching ‘‘beyond 
ourselves,’ he said. ‘‘Otherwise we fall 
into the Mormon trap of doing very good 
social work, but only to our own and 
that’s not the Gospel.”’ 

His parish recently hosted a *‘job fair,” 
which he admitted was a poorly titled 
opportunity to learn about community 
organizations needing volunteers, 
including Birthright and Meals on 
Wheels. — 


Father Kulleck does not think he risked 
losing potential parish volunteers to other 
organizations, because people who 
volunteer in the parish are the ones most 
likely to offer free ime in the community 
as well. ‘‘If people take seriously any part 
of the Gospel they are going. to be 
involved outside the parish, too,’’ Father 
Kulleck added. : 


Contact: Father Kulleck, 420-9193. 


Catholic Community Services, 
Imperial Valley is the social service arm 
of the diocese in the east. It needs 
stockroom workers and baggers for its 
food basket program, office filing clerks 
and sandwich makers for its lunch 
program. 

Contact: Gloria Rodriguez, 353-6822. 


SHARE, Self-Help and Resource 
Exchange, is diocesan-run and part of the 
St. Vincent de Paul program. It is a food 
assistance agency, and ‘“‘not a charity,”’ 
Cam Cox, a SHARE spokeswoman said. 
Food is given in exchange for money and 
a promise of community service. 

The SHARE office needs skilled office 
workers, skilled handymen, forklift 
drivers, strong people to lift heavy bags 
during its bagging weeks, food haggers 
and an afternoon bilingual office worker. 


Contact: Cam Cox at 294-2981. 
Concerned Citizens for Human Life 
is a pro life group 


that distributes 


Photo by Susan Nowak 


ETHIOPIAN SUPPORT — Children at St. Charles Borromeo School raised $622 at a 
school carnival for the Ethiopian Relief Fund. Here, a representative of each class 
gathered as Mary Lou Piazza, mission moderator, presented the check to Msgr. 
Anthony Chylewski, director of the local office of the Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith. Also pictured are Msgr. Robert Callahan (left) and Father Ray Jacobowski, 
pastor and associate of St. Charles Borromeo parish. 


literature to schools, operates the Shield 
of Roses Rosary Vigil outside a La Mesa 
abortion clinic and runs a Natural Family 
Planning class. The courses are taught at 
the Fitch Billings Center by Anne Fitch, 
R.N., president of Concerned Citizens. 


Volunteers are needed to write, fold 
and mail a newsletter and to help 
distribute literature outside of schools. 
Other needs include rosary marchers, 
choir members, people willing to be 
trained as NFP teachers and nurses to 
give pregnancy tests. 

Contact: Anne Fitch, 466-1507. 


Parochial schools need volunteers to 
such an extent that -when Southern Cross 
asked a spokesman for St. Jude Academy 


if the institution needed helpers, he’ 


replied, ‘‘Are you kidding?”’ 

People, including high school students, 
are needed to read with children on a 
regular basis. If that need is ever filled 
then there would be plenty more to do, 
the spokesman said. 

Contact: John_ Doyle, 
264-2195. : 

Birthright, a non-denominational pro 
life organization, provides ‘material 
support to pregnant women so they can 
carry their baby to term. It has three 
offices in the diocese — San Diego, Chula 
Vista and El Centro. 


It needs office workers, people to 
provide transportation and to gather 
donated baby goods, someone willing to 
speak at parochial and county schools, a 
graphic artist, publicity person and 


principal, 


printer. Men are needed to counsel men. ° 


Anyone could throw a baby shower and 

donate the gifts to Birthright, Catherine 

Ewers, Birthright’s local leader, said. 
Contact: Catherine Ewers, 263-3262. 


Services for Disabled People is an 
office mutually funded by Catholic 
Community Services and the diocesan 
Department of Educational Ministries. It 
provides assistance for people with 
disabilities and their families, focusing on 
social needs, faith development and 
advocacy within the Church, a staff 
spokeswoman said. It also provides 
referrals to outside resources. 

Volunteer opportunities include typing 
in the afternoon at the office or in one’s 
home; being a resource-contact person to 
assist in finding information about 
resources for the disabled; reading and 
recording Southern Cross for a blind 
person each week; _ providing 
transportation once a week for a disabled 
person; visiting a disabled parishioner 
once a week in their home; being a 
receptionist one or more afternoons a 
week, Monday-Thursday in the office; 
serving as camp counselor during 
summer camp session (must be at least 
18 years old); being a special religious 
education catechist; interpreting the 
Sunday Mass in sign language once a 
month, in local parishes. 

Contact: Wendy Garwick, 
coordinator, 260-1019. 


Pala Mission for Indians in the Pala 
area (North County) is served by 
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 


volunteer 


photo by Jim Carr 
SECRETARIAL SUPPORT — A support group for parish secretaries that formed in 
1980 met for a potluck dinner at St. Martin of Tours parish’s Barry Hall, Nov. 12. The 
group also gathers for an annual day of recollection organized by Terry Bulat, 
Blessed Sacrament parish secretary. 


priests and is supported by private 
donations from Los Angeles: and San 
Diego. The priests serve eight chapels in 
the area. 

Local resources come from _ the 
mission’s annual fiestas, the gift shop and 
visitor donations. ‘‘Providence 
provides,’’ Father Frank DiFrancesco, 
MCC], said. 

Lay people can help the Indian mission 
by donating these items: food and 
blankets for alien field workers, food or 
Christmas gifts for children and usable 
clothing. CCD instructors and 
maintenance workers are needed. 


Contact: Father DiFrancesco, 742-3317. 


Refugee Resettlement and 
Immigration Services is run by CCS to 
aid refugees. Organizers of the effort say 
it runs on volunteer effort. 


Needs include sponsorship of families, 
translation, English tutoring, counseling, 
visiting people, office work, publicity and 
much more. 

Contact: 
287-9454. 

Catholic Worker is a movement 
founded by the late Dorothy Day. It 
operates many soup kitchens and other 
outreaches to the poor in American cities, 
including San Diego. 

Contact: Alice Smith 264-7173 or leave a 
message at. 233-0519. 


The University of San Diego is an 
independent college with Bishop Leo T. 
Maher as head of its board of directors. 
Students can volunteer in a number of 
fund-raising activities. Such efforts have 
benefited the San Diego Organizing 
Project and OXFAM, Father Michael 
McKay, head of campus ministry, said. 

Since study is the primary goal of USD 
students, their participation in charitable 
works usually has to be limited specific 
projects, Father McKay said. Anyone 
interested in appealing to the students for 
volunteer help should do so through 
Father McKay at 260-4600, extension 
4485. 


MANO is the Mexican American 
Neighbor Organization that tries to help 
the poor in Tijuana by providing 
clothing, food, medical assistance and 
some furnishings. Self-help projects are 
initiated by MANO when possible, 
Dennis McCarthy, MANO’s president, 
said. 

Volunteers could help pick up donated 
items, sort, transport and distribute the 
goods. 


Contact: Dennis McCarthy, 234-2982 or 
281-9071. 


Depattment of Senior Services of 
CCS is an information and _ referral 
service. People are trained to visit 
homebound and _institutionalized frail 
elderly within their parishes. 

Volunteers are needed to visit and/or 
provide transportation for the elderly 
once a week. Office workers could also be 
used. 


Contact: Hart-Smith, 


231-2828. 


Mary Kay 


November 22, 1984, Southern Cross — 3 


Sister Barbara Welsbacher,. 


) Viewpoint 


By Father Louis 
Copestake 


Premature hysteria 


The release of the draft of the U.S. bishops’ statement on 
economic life has set off the predicted furor. In some cases the 
reaction verges upon hysteria. 


A case in point is The San Diego Union’s editorial of Nov. 15. 
This editorial, with the churlish title ‘‘Pocketbook Theology,” 
first strikes at the bishops for their ‘‘impertinent intrusion into 
the public sector,’’ then criticizes the proposals of the first draft 
and characterizes these proposals as “‘very near to communist 
doctrine,’’ and finally hints at least twice that the bishops should 
clean up their own act before they judge anyone else’s. 

Given the fact that the Union is a conservative paper, it is still 
disappointing that their reaction is both premature and 
hysterical. The press release was only the first draft of the 
bishops’ statement, and will undergo revision for one year. .At 
that time, the document will be approved only if 80 percent of the 
bishops vote for it. Judging from past experience, revision is 
likely. Thus the Union has made a great to-do over an unofficial 
working paper. 

By way of response to the editorial, I would first mention that 
religion is very much a.part of the public sector, according to the 


traditional Catholic view. Our 2,000 years of experience is one of 


speaking out on public issues. Invariably, the group most 
threatened by the pronouncement tells us that the matter is none 
of our business. The San Diego Union is incorrect to refer to the 
economic pastoral as an ‘“‘unprecedented intrusion,’’ because 1t 
is not intrusive and it has precedent. Catholic bishops have 
spoken out on the economy many times, as have the popes. Most 
popes of this century have had something to say about economic 
life. As Bishop Maher recently stated, ‘‘We are addressing this 
vital issue precisely because it is vital.”’ 

It is not the intent of the bishops to play economist. Nor are 
they ‘“‘very near to communist doctrine.’’? They are simply 
saying that the economy cannot be divorced from moral and 
human considerations. They follow the lead of John Paul Il, who 
has said that the economy should be judged primarily by its effect 
on the human person. Thus the bishops have a right and an 
obligation to examine economic issues from a moral perspective. 

Having jumped the gun with their critique, the Union 
proceeds to shoot itself in the foot when it turns from attacking 
the proposed pastoral to attacking the bishops. personally. 
Clearly, raw nerve has been exposed at Union headquarters. The 
Union even quoted the National Catholic Reporter, a rather 
liberal paper known for its ambivalence toward the institutional 
Church and its strong anti-clerical views. It is difficult to imagine 
a stranger bedfellow for the Copley Press. 

A brief rejoinder to the Union’s assault upon the bishops’ 
character. The bishops do not speak as moral superiors, but as 
teachers. They are part of the world to which they minister, and 
share in its failings. But if only the perfect may teach, and if only 
the perfect may make suggestions, we have reached an absurd 
impasse in which no. progress can be made. The attempt to 
nullify their teaching by embarrassing the bishops says more 
about the Union than it does about our clergy. 

When someone speaks out for justice, trouble always ensues. 
In the poker game called life, some people have a deck stacked in 
their favor. No one who holds four aces wants the cards 
reshuffled, now do they? We are not. surprised that some are 
angry and threatened, because they have a great deal at stake in 
supporting the status quo. The bishops are asking America to look 
at the causes of our problems and not only the effects. The bishops 
have made a good move at a good time. 
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Letters... 


Apology 


This letter is written in response to a letter by 
Father Charles Dollen, pastor of St. Gabriel 
Church, Poway. His letter ran in Southern 
Cross Nov. 1. 


Dear Fr. Dollen: 

Please accept my personal apology, as a 
fellow member of MANO, for our failure 
to pickup the leftovers from St. Gabriel’s 
rummage sale and my official apology as 
the Mexican American Neighbor 
Organization president. 

We are, unlike St. Vincent de Paul and 
the Salvation Army, an_ all-volunteer 
organization. Since the MANO trucks’ 
demise we have been totally dependent on 
the charity of a single member who owns 
a truck for all MANO transportation. 
Because we have no paid employees we 
can only ask our volunteers to perform 
tasks and we have no power to insist or to 
check up on members who agree to 
perform a particular task. 

Our member with a truck agreed to get 
the help of a friend with another truck, 
pick up your items and transport them to 
Mexico. That was the last we heard of the 
matter until your letter appeared in the 
Southern Cross. — 

Again, personally, and as president of 
MANO, I’m sorry we failed to perform a 
task we agreed to do and caused you 
inconvenience and deprived the people 


whom we attempt to serve of many 
desperately needed articles. 
You have long been a faithful 


supporting member of our organization. 
May I take this opportunity to invite you 
tO our next meeting, Nov. 28, at 7:30 
p.m. at Cardijn Center to afford the 
membership the opportunity to meet with 
you and extend our apology in person. 
Dennis M. McCarthy 
MANO 


Seamless discussion 


For better understanding, I would like 
to address the seamless garment 
advocates. ‘‘Seamless garment,’ meaning 
several concerns like abortion, capital 
punishment, nuclear war and the hungry, 
under one umbrella. Cardinal Joseph 
Joseph Bernardin, who proposed this, in 
a speech at Georgetown University 
recently said, ‘‘T am also committed to the 
search for what is possible and most 
effective in the civil arena.” 

I am a right-to-lifer. Lo work equally 
on all these issues would accomplish litde. 
We devote great effort to restoring the 
value of life, which relates with many 
more immediate atrocities. We are 
making headway in spite of the lack of 
vocal and active support of all those who 
should be defending life. Thete would not 
be enough time in the day to work equally 
on all the seamless garment Issues. 

People have special talents, favorite 
areans of dedication, so each group 
should) concentrate) on its particular 
concern. The world is an example that 
specialization is the keynote’ to 
accomplishment. 

Everyone is distressed about nuclear 
war, justice in punishment, compassion 
for the hungry. Fhat we are emphasizing 
the prolife arena does not mean we would 
not endeavor to support the others, but 
our focus is prolife. If! people are not 
allowed their constitutional right to be 
born, we surely will not have to worry 
about. any of the other problems. 
Attempting to destroy our efforts causes a 
loss of valuable time attaining objectives. 

In the recent elections we supported the 
candidates who had records of prolife, a 
moral issue, no conflict with church and 
state as the pro-abortionists used as a 
weapon of threat very effectively. 

Hopefully, the reiteration of our 
purpose and dedication will cause the 
seamless garment advocates to honor our 
efforts and alter their proposals to be 
more effective, practically. 

Betty Metter, 
Cardiff 


Reflections 


By Sister 
Irene Cullen, 
RSCJ 


Why run the race? 
‘ 

I rose early one Saturday morning to walk along the water’s 
edge to ponder a decision and to deal with feelings of limitation 
that were crowding In on me. 

As f started along my path I was confronted with throngs of 
people just beginning a race. My initial resistance to their 
intrusion on my solitude gradually gave way to being immersed 
in the moment. 

Joggers of all sizes, shapes, styles and ages passed me by. 
Surely most did not entertain the possibility of winning the race. 
So, why did they run? 


As the group ran past me into the sunrise | became lost in my 
new question: what prompts the human heart to such: a desire 
and to endure this challenge, even agony? What urges our hearts 
to aspire to great things for the sake of family, loved ones, the - 
needy, our Church, Gur world, God? 

Soon I was engulfed in waves of joggers straining through the 
last half mile to the finish line. By me passed a buoyant 
youngster, a graceful young woman, a determined mid-lifer, a 
hobbling gent. Some waved to bystanders, others were lost in 
concentation and determination, still others gasped words of 
encouragement and challenge to cach other. I felt the Lord’s love 
for each of them. TL found myself in each of them. 

The one who did finish first backtracked to find a friend. He 
fell into her pace in front of me and | heard him say, ‘Lam here 
to encourage you on.” As others glided , plodded or hobbled by 
me | knew, we all knew, that only one had finished first, others 
would finish with case, but all were winners — for they had run 
the race. 

In this carly morning moment [saw again that the criterion lor 
successfuland graceful living is notin ‘beautiful torn’ or in “first 
to finish? but in entrusting ourselves to desire and companionship 
along the way. 

The One who has finished the race encourages us on. 


I was ready now for my decision, 


Questions 
You’ve 
Asked 


With Father 

John G. Proctor dr. 
Q: Is it ever permissible for non-Catholics to go to 
communion in the Catholic Church? T.C. 


A: Baptized. non-Catholics may receive Holy Communion in 
the Catholic Church under certain,conditions. In general, these 
conditions are: when there is the danger of death; or when there 
is some other grave necessity, with prior permission from the 
bishop; also when baptized non-Catholics cannot approach a 
minister of their own community and on their own ask for Holy 
Communion, provided they manifest Catholic faith im the 
sacrament and are properly disposed. “Vhese conditions need 
some cxplanation. 

Grave necessity was originally defined as ‘‘prison and during 
persecution.’” However, in 1972 a more spiritual interpretation 
was provided. Grave necessity was considered present. when 
baptized non-Catholics ‘‘expericnce a’ serious spiritual need lor 
the Eucharistic sustenance.” General canonical opinion today 
holds that the more spiritual interpretation of this condition is the 
proper one for the 1983 Code. 

Another condition specifies that a baptized non-Catholic must 
lack access to his or her own minister. In previous documents, 
the lack of access had to be “‘for a notable period of time.’ This 
modification no longer exists. hus, the law gives no indication 
as to how long the lack of access must ¢xist in order to receive 
Holy Communion in the Catholic Church. 

To receive the Eucharist, the baptized non-Catholic must 
‘manifest Catholic faith’? in the sacrament. However, the law 
does not specify how this faith is to be manifested. [tis probably 
safe to state that such Eucharistic faith would be the same as that 
required of a Catholic. The law does not necessarily require an 
ability to give a detailed theological explanation of the Eucharist. 

Finally, there is the isssue of proper disposition. Disposition ts 
an intangible quality, so it is difficult to describe in much detail 
just what disposition is sufficiently “‘proper.’? One prominent 
canonical opinion ts this: proper disposition would be manifested 
by a baptized non-Catholic who is living a life in keeping with the 
standards of morality observed among Catholics who are already 
admitted to the Eucharist. 

In San Diego, Bishop Leo VT. Maher occasionally grants this 
permission. If someone wishes to seek this permission, it can be 
brought to the attention of a priest who will forward the request. 


Our Christian Way of Life 


By Enid Lanyon : 


All within me, thank Him 


This year Thanksgiving has more than usual 
significance for my family and parish. It has not been an 
easy year, but there has been a great deal of good come 
from it, and so we aré experiencing a deep gratitude to 
God who guides and helps us through our trials. 

There has been sickness, but joy in service. There has 
been death, but a sense of destiny fulfilled. Future tragedy 
has been predicted, but there has been growth in purpose 
and personal strength. There has been insecurity, but an 
acceptance of what God may find necessary to bring 
about. 

ABOVE ALL, through all the problems, there has 
been love, given and returned, deepened and reaffirmed. 


There has been a heightened sense of belonging and of 


shared identity and self-worth: There has been loss, but 
the gains, both spiritual and personal, have exceeded the 
loss. 

This Thanksgiving, truly, we will “‘sing Your praise, O 
Lord’’ and ‘‘awake the dawn’’ for He has turned our 
mourning into joy and gladdened and consoled us in our 
sorrows. Not all has been resolved, of course, but there 
has been a change and a new hope and faith that ensures 
that the future will be better — whatever happens. 

This year we have been brought to a moving realization 
of the loving Christian concern of many people and 


communities and awakened again to the understanding of 


what is meant by Christian brotherhood and communion. 
We are in truth, living stones, cut and shaped to build 
God’s Holy City in, through and with love. 


Talks with Parents 


By Dolores Curran 


Peer pressu 


The story was told to me a couple of weeks ago. A 
13-year-old boy got a three-colored punk haircut without 
warning his parents of what he was about to do. The 
family was leaving a few days later for a family reunion 
and golden wedding anniversary in rural America two 


states away. Aware of the transitory nature of adolescent 


fads, the parents did not want their son to be labelled 
punk for life by cousins and other relatives so they decided 
to leave him with their friends at home. 

He was furious and charged that his parents didn’t 
understand him, peer pressures or adolescent approval. 
‘All you think about is what people think,”’ he said, with 
nary: a thought for irony and paradox. 

WHERE IS it written that peer pressure belongs to the 
young? Think peer pressure and the mind conjures 
images of adolescent gangs, alcohol, drugs and general 
headaches for parents and other authorities. But when did 
we turn peer pressure over to youth as their private hell? 

Parents have peer pressures, too, and I think it’s ime 
we let our young know it because it’s when adolescent and 
parent peer pressures face off that we inherit the conflict. 
When youth have all the weapons and understanding on 
their side, parents are the misunderstood ones. 


Our youth lay claim to peer pressure as an explanation 


The Sacred Liturgy 
By Father Charles E. Miller, C.M. 
Rector, St. John’s Seminary 


If you have never seen Saint John’s Seminary in 
Camrillo, it will be very difficult for you to imagine how 
beautiful a place it is. The staff, the students and the 
faculty form an equally beautiful Chrisuian community. I 
am indeed blessed by the Lord to live and work in this 
environment, and I know it. But [ must admit that | 
bristle when some people tell me that I exist in an unreal 
world. 

Skies clogged with pollutants and streets littered with 
debris are not the real world. They are not the genuine 
article which came forth, pristine and pure, from. the 
creating hand of God. Unprincipled felons such as those 
who make a fortune by exploiting the addictions of their 
fellow human beings are not the real people of this world. 
They have marred within themselves the image of God 
according to which they were created, and they have 
wasted the blood of Christ in which: they were washed 
clean. 

THE LATE Msgr. James O'Reilly, one time professor 
at St. John’s Seminary, used to say that everyone should 
have the opportunity to live with beauty at least some 
time in his life. That time should be a reality for every 
Catholic at least once a week at Mass. The Sunday 


IT ISA Thanksgiving to spend in reflecting once more 
on His continuing miracle of bringing good from what 
seems evil and strength from what appears to be 
weakness. And how wonderful that is — how good and 
kind and incredibly loving! How wise of Him, too, to 
bring it all about despite ourselves! 


Our faith is so small and wavering, we are so sell- 
limited and unwilling, that one wonders at God’s 


apparently endless patience. Will He never grow tired of 


our childish greed and insistence that life be as we want — 
every whim gratified, every appetite slaked? Will He 


never grow tired of our faithlessness, our miserly ways of 


giving and our constant questioning of way with us? Will 
He never grow weary of our forgetfulness of Him and our 
insidious ingratitude? 


Maybe this year we might look up from our  self- 
inflicted misery and jealous loves and be grateful that He 
is not as we are, and does not falter in His love and selfless 
giving; that He is Himself and will always be so; that 
neither circumstance nor person can make Him less than 
Love. And maybe, in our gratitude, we may grow a litde 
more like Him. 


WE DO not always appreciate how important it is to be 
true to the self that God has formed in His image. Our 
ideas of what is good and what is not are depressingly 
subjective. Last week a woman, confiding something of 
her marital problems reminded me that I have often 
insisted that God allows only that evil from which He can 


re — is it youth’s 


of their behavior. ‘All the kids do it” is a familiar wail 
heard by parents whenever we assert standards or values 
contrary to the peer group. We nod, we understand and 
we compromise. 


BUT LET’S consider the counter response by parents: 
“All parents don’t approve.”’ To young people that’s 


irrelevant, unfair and ignored. They don’t try to® 


understand) or compromise, party because we've 


abdicated our rights to peer pressure. 


I know kids have peer pressures. ‘hey must dress alike, 
behave alike and-conform to be accepted. Hf they strike 
out on their own, they’re friendless and lonely — the 
worst thing that can happen to them at this age. 


But | wonder if kids have any~inkling that their parents 
have to play the same game. We want to- be liked and 
respected by peers, too. We may not like a joke but we 
smile at it rather than be accused of not having a sense of 
humor. We hold a drink in our hands all night, even if we 
don’t drink. 


WE DON’T strain the conversation by bringing up 
unpopular subjects. We listen to the boss’s fish stories and 
pretend to believe them. Like adolescents — we're 
constantly called upon to pretend and to smile. 


celebration of the Eucharist should be an oasis, a 
refreshing and beautiful experience within the ugliness of 
a world disfigured by sin. 


When we come to Mass our eyes may be smarting from 
the spiritual pollution of a society which has been blinded 
to the presence of God. Our ears may be deafened by the 
clanging cymbals-of attitudes devoid of divine love. That 
is why we stand before God in the penitential rite and ask 
Him to cleanse us from sin. Phen we sit to hear, not the 
noisy gongs of greedy commercialism, but the soothing 
and tender words of a loving Father in the sacred 
scriptures. 


During the Eucharistic prayer we are offered freedom 
from contemporary narcissism as we are urged to lift-up 
our hearts and to- give thanks and praise to God, the 
source of all life and all holiness, and to rejoice that Christ 
died to make us God’s children, brothers and sisters of 
one another. The tensions which flow from a 
competitive spirit have no place in the Church. 

WHEN WE receive Communion we should do so with 
the realization that we have been rescued from a system 
which measures human worth and success in economic 


bring greater good. *‘How can you explain that?” she 
asked, pointing to a mutual friend whose husband 
abandoned and then divorced her and who has been 
forced to find training and employment in order to 


support herself and her family after more than 20 years of 


marriage. ‘‘Where is the good in that?”’ 


Ah, but... ! The woman in question is now a much 
stronger, more self-reliant person. Her faith has been 
tempered by acceptance of what she cannot change and 
the lived experience that even the weakest of us can 
survive and grow stronger through change — even when 
our loss seems total. She has become more tolerant, wiser 
and more thankful through suffering. “Oh,” replied my 
friend, ‘‘That!”’ 


That apparently was of so littl importance that she was 
able to dismiss it out of hand. But /Aa/ is what life is really 
about. I life is nota growth in response to God’s love and 
growth in human development towards maturity — both 
spiritually and emotionally — then it is a waste of an 
immeasurably precious gift. [tis never God’s will that a 
man — or woman —_ should renege on solemn 
commitment and walk away from those for whom he 
assumed responsibility. Of course not! But it is God’s will 
that we should utilize whatever occurs in our lives for 
growth and not destruction, and turn even paintul 
rejection into positive good. And He of all persons is an 
eternal example of that. / well thank you, Lord anong the 
peoples, among the nations. I will praise you forever. 


rivate hell? 


The difference between adolescent and adult peer 
pressure is twofold. We have developed more resources 
to deal with social pressures and these we should share 
with our kids. Instead of pretending we never had their 
pressures or of serving as critic, we can tell them how we 
learned to be our own persons. ‘Vhe other is that we are’ 
interdependent when it comes to peer approval. Kids are 
embarrassed if their parents are far out, make a scene or 
drink too much. Their friends ask quesuons and make 
snide comments — even pull away. 


But so are parents entitled to peer approval. H their 
children get into rouble, sport wierd hairdos or drink too 
much, Our friends ask 
questions, make comments and, someumes, pull away. 
When we assert this as a valid reason for standards of 


parents are embarrassed. 


behavior, kids get furious. Vhey don’t care what our 
friends, co-workers, or the neighbors think. “PVhat’s our 
problem. 


WHAT'S FAIR for one is fair for the other. Pm not 
suggesting our standards be dependent upon: society's 
approval but that the fair adolescent be as considerate of 
his parents’ needs for peer approval as he expects his 


parents to be of his. 


The Mass is an oasis 


terms. Phe gift of the Eucharist fulfills the words of the 
book of Isaiah: **You who have no money, come, receive 
grain and cat; come without paying and without cost, 
drink wine and milk (55:1).”? It is said that nothing in life 
is free, that you get only what you pay for, but the 
Eucharist is free; we cannot pay for it because it is 
priceless. 

An yet, as St. Paul wrote in his epistle to the Romans 
(8:23), “We ourselves, although we have the Spirit as first 
fruits, groan inwardly as we await the redemption of our 
bodies,’ and perhaps we groan even outwardly as we 
leave church to return to the unreal world of sin, The 
oasis of the Mass should give us an optimistic outlook in 
accord with the teaching of St. Paul (Romans 8:19-21) 
that, ‘The whole created world cagerly awaits the 
revelation of the children of God . . . and the world itself’ 
will be freed from. corruption and share in the glorious 
freedom of the children of God.”’ 

‘The Mass is not an escape from life; it is a grace to see 
life in proper perspective. The Mass is not a world of 
pretense; it is the real world intended by God. 
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By Jerry Filteau 


WASHINGTON (NC) — National public policy 
issues of the economy, the Equal Rights Amendment and 
abortion evoked lively discussion by the U.S. bishops as 
they met in Washington Nov. 12-15. 


Nearly all the actual decisions that the assembled 
prelates made, however, were on more strictly religious 
matters — various in-Church rules, liturgical documents, 
national guidelines for permanent deacons and for 
continuing education of priests, an ecumenical evaluation 
and decisions on mission activity. 

A MAJOR exception on the action side was a nearly 
unanimous decision by the bishops to raise $4 million 
over the next three years, to help the bishops of Thailand 
maintain aid programs for some 200,000 Asian refugees 
in their country. 

The chief focus of popular interest at the four-day 
meeting was the unveiling of the first draft of a pastoral 
letter on Catholic social teaching and the U.S. economy. 

The draft document calls for a national policy of ‘‘full 
employment,’’ major reforms in the ‘‘woefully 
inadequate’’ welfare system and_ substantial 
redistribution. of wealth to correct the ‘‘gross 


inequalities” that exist today. It also calls for significant - 


changes in U.S. aid and trade policies toward the Third 
World. 

“WE HOPE we will affect policy,’ Archbishop 
Rembert Weakland of Milwaukee, chairman of the five- 


GIFTS 
OF LOVE 
FOR 
CHRISTMAS 


THE HOLY FATHER’S MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 


For many years, Msgr. Nolan has journeyed to 
Bethlehem to participate in midnight Mass on 
Christmas. He has also taken gifts to our Lord 
each year, just as the Magi did so long ago. 


These gifts are gifts of love—thousands of them . 


from good people like yourself who want to help 
the hungry, the sick and the helpless in the 

LIKE Holy Land, the Near East and India. These are 

au just as much gifts to Christ as those of the Magi. 
And they occasion no less rejoicing in Heaven. 
Will you put your gift in Monsignor Nolan’s 
hand before he starts his Christmas journey? 
Simply fill out the coupon below and enclose 
it with your gift. We thank you, confident that 
through sharing, your Christmas will be spirit- 
ually enriched. 


( $300 Builds a home for a family. . . . He had 
a cave 
(1 $100 Provides a hospital bed and care for a 
month, .. . He had only a manger 
0) $ 40 Feeds 2 families for a month. .. . He 
You was poor 
CAN ( $ 25Supplies a year's medical-needs for a 
GIVE Refugee family. ... He was unattended 
O $ 10 Provides Braille Readers for a Blind 
child. .. . He came to give light 
1 $ 2Buys a warm blanket for a child... . 
He had swaddling clothes 
(1 $_ Provides love. ... HE IS LOVE 
ri’ 
we 
Our missionary priests in the Holy Land will be 
MASS IN pleased to offer promptly the Masses you re- 
THE quest at Christmas. Simply send us, with your 


HOLY offering, the names of your friends and loved 
LAND ai 
ones, living and deceased. 
o 
Th d you can do by remembering the mis- 
MOT ee J a 


FoR ions in your will goes to your credit eternally. 
ETERNITY Our legal title: CaTHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE 
ASSOCIATION, INC. 


39 AY 
Dear 
Monsignor = ENCLOSEDPLEASE FINDS 
Nolan: 
FOR 
Please NAME 
return 
coupon = STREET 
with your 


SA eee ZIP 


offering city. 


THE CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION 


== NEAR EAST 
= MISSIONS 


(45, = ARCHBISHOP JOHN J. O'CONNOR 


MSGR. JOHN G. NOLAN, National Secretary 
Write: CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOC. 
1011 First Avenue © New York, N.Y. 10022 
Telephone: 212/826-1480 
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bishop committee drafting the pastoral, told journalists 
Nov. 11 as he released the draft at a press conference. 


At the same time he described the sections on ethical - 


principles and on the rights of all to participate in shaping 
the economy as the central parts of the document. 

In a floor discussion Nov. 14, all 13 bishops who had a 
chance to speak expressed enthusiasm about the 
document, although each also offered suggestions for 
improving one or another area within it. 

ARCHBISHOP JAMES Hickey of Washington called 
it “‘a strong, sophisticated statement’’ and ‘‘a faithful 
reflection of 100 years of Catholic social teaching’’ which 
“challenges all ideologies.”’ 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of Chicago said the 
document could become an important tool for making the 
Gospel known and teaching people about the faith. 

Three separate. reports to the bishops touched on 
abortion. 


CARDINAL BERNARDIN, speaking for the Bishops’ 
Committee for Pro-Life Activities, stressed the ‘‘seamless 
garment”’ of respect for life at all stages and protecting it 
against all forms of attack. 

It is that ‘‘consistent ethic,’’ he said, which “gives us 
credibility and moral authority’? when the bishops take 
stands on any specific issue — the arms race, capital 
punishment, world hunger, pornography, or the ‘‘evil 
and scandal of...1.5 million abortions a year.”’ 

Archbishop John R. Quinn of San Francisco, head of 
the bishops’ doctrinal committee, delivered a report Nov. 
15 in which he sharply reproved efforts by Catholics who 
favor legalized abortion to describe the Church’s position 
on abortion as changing and inconsistent. 

IN A report evaluating the Equal Rights Amendment, 
Archbishop John L. May of St. Louis recommended that 
the U.S. bishops, while ‘‘unreservedly committed to 
Justice between the sexes,’’ remain officially neutral about 
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ERA, abortion and the economy in the spotlight 


the ERA. 


One key reason for concern about the ERA, he said, 
was its potential to ‘‘buttress’’ legalized abortion unless it 
is amended to exclude abortion from its scope. 


Bishop James W. Malone of Youngstown, Ohio, 
president of the National Conference*of Catholic Bishops 
and U.S. Catholic Conference, in his presidential address 
Noy. 12 also focused on abortion, nuclear weapons, 
economic injustice and other public policy issues as a 
central part of Catholic Church concerns in the United 
States today. 


THE BISHOPS, he said, must continue to play a role 
in ‘‘shaping public opinion’’ on ‘‘a broad spectrum of 
issues’’ that face the nation. 

As controversy swirled around the bishops’ current and 
developing social positions, however, they also used the 
four-day meeting to address an equally broad spectrum of 
other Church concerns. 


They adopted a formal position on the conclusions of 
an ecumenical dialogue for the first time, unanimously 
approving an evaluation of the Final Report by ARCIC I, 
the first Anglican-Roman Catholic International 
Commission. 


THE EVALUATION found many positive points in 
the Final Report, which contains Anglican-Catholic 
agreements on the Eucharist, ministry and authority in 
the Church. 


On a number of issues, particularly regarding the 
Eucharist and ministry, the bishops said that the agreed 
statements ' of faith by ARCIC I’s members are 
‘consonant with’’ the Roman Catholic faith. 


On other issues, particularly regarding papal 
infallibility and nature of papal primacy, the sacrificial 
character of the Eucharist, and Eucharistic adoration, the 
bishops’ evaluation found the ARCIC I agreements 
ambiguous or inadequate. They asked the recently 
established ARCIC II to study these issues further. 


IN OTHER action, the bishops: 


° Rejected liturgical use of a new ‘‘inclusive 
language”’ version of the Psalms which seeks to replace 
masculine words such as ‘‘sons’’ or ‘“‘the man’’ with 
gender-neutral words like ‘‘children’’ or ‘“‘the person.’’ A 
two-thirds vote in favor was needed for approval, but well 
over half the bishops -voted against it: 


~ © Approved new guidelines for the permanent 
diaconate in the United States, updating guidelines that 
were issued in 1971. 


¢ Approved new continuing education guidelines 
for priests, updating guidelines from 1972. 

e Authorized the preparation of a bishops’ 
statement on the foreign missions, with 1986 as a target 
date for its approval and issuance. 
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Exercising your 
potential 


By Katharine Bird 


NC News Service 


During a recent trip to Africa, 
Father Edward Braxton visited an 
ancient tribe, the Masai, at their 
village outside Nairobi, Kenya. 
The priest, director of campus 
ministry at the University of 
Chicago, shared bread and beans 
with the tribespeople in their mud 
huts. 

Then, Father Braxton said, a 
14-year-old took him by the hand 
and led him off to see his goat 
herd. The young man told the 
priest, in the English he learned at 
a Christian school, that hé didn’t 
intend to cut his ear lobes as his 
tribe traditionally did. 

Asked why, the youth replied, 
“Because I know only Masai do © 
this.” He added, ‘‘I see that if I 
stay here all I will do is be a herd- 
smani. But there is a world much 
bigger than the Masai.”’ 

“Now that I can read and write 
I want to go to secondary 
school,”’ he told the priest. ‘“‘But I 
know I cannot do it by myself. 
We are fast friends now. Will you 
help me?”’ 

Father Braxton says he looked 
at the earnest youth in his red 
smock and beads and thought 
how “incredible he is, given his 
circumstances.’’ The theologian 
said he also realized that he 
had a unique opportunity to help 
this teen-ager. And, with more’ 
education and perhaps college, 
“there wouldn’t be any stopping 
him.”’ 

Father Braxton indicated that 
for such a youth the road to a 
sterling future lies in education. 
However, developing his potential 
shouldn’t mean losing his 


with. 


Human potential. How do you recognize it? 
Draw it out? Katharine Bird interviews Father Ed- 
ward Braxton, who says that most people have 
more potential than they know what to do 


identity as a black, the 
priest stressed. 


Wize 


1, 


[ia 


“Real education is hay- 
ing your being expanded 
to grasp the meaning of 
life and your potential and 
the contribution you can 
make to your community,” 
Father Braxton elab- 
orated. : 

Father Braxton, a black 
priest of the Chicago arch- 
diocese, told of a young Puerto 
Rican he met at Chicago’s Holy 
Name Cathedral. After eighth 
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grade the boy dropped out of 


school and started working in a 
grocery store to help his parents 
make ends meet. 

“I saw he desired to know 
more, so I encouraged him to go 
to high school” and get a part- 
time job, Father Braxton said. 
Then, when the boy was tempted 
to settle for a ‘“‘quasi-managerial 
job in a drug store, I argued with 
him to stay in school, to keep 
developing his mind.”’ 

After a while, the young man 
took and interest in the legal prob- 
lems that some Puerto Rican peo- 
ple were experiencing. He began 
asking legal questions, Father 
Braxton said. Gradually the young 
man recognized that he had a con- 
tinuing interest in legal matters 
and decided to go to law school. 

“Now he is a lawyer doing 
wonderful things for his people,”’ 
Father Braxton said. In his view, 
that young man ‘‘came up from 
the bottom by getting a tremen- 
dous grasp on his potential’’ and 
how that potential related to 
people’s needs. 
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The man now 
credits the priest for 
his encouragement all down 
the line. But, Father Braxton says, 
“he puts too much on me. I was 
just a catalyst to help him pursue 
what was in him.’’ 
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Human potential, Father Brax- 
ton reiterated, is the ‘‘capacity a 
person has to grow and improve, 
to recognize gifts and talents and 
to develop them to the fullest.”’ 

The crucial next step, he thinks, 
is ‘to read the signs of the time.’’ 
This means looking at the world 
to see what is needed and then 
connecting those needs with one’s 
particular gifts. 

Father Braxton said he is con- 
vinced that ‘“‘most humans have 
far more potential than they are 
aware of.’’ Often an unusual cir- 
cumstance triggers people into 
awareness of some special 
ability. 


aR 


He told of a young 

Nigerian woman who 
studied at Harvard Uni- 
versity. During a political 
upheaval in her country, her fami- 
ly was in a precarious position, 
possibly facing death. At first, 
unable to get reliable information 
about her family, Father Braxton 
said, the girl simply 
“disintegrated.” 

Then, helped by conversations 
with her friends and with him, 
the student calmed down, mar- 
shalled her inner resources and - 
developed a systematic plan. She 
located and then approached the 
appropriate agencies to get infor- 
mation about what was happening 
to her family. 

In doing so, “‘she tapped human 
potential she didn’t know she 
had,”’ Father Braxton said. 


(Ms.. Bird is associate editor of 
Faith Today.) 


By Father Robert Sherry 


NC News Service 


When I played baseball in the 
Pony League while growing up in 
Aurora, Ill., I once hit a grand 
slam home run. The ball sailed 
over the electrical wires strung 
between the tops of the high lamp 
poles. Many people said it was the 
longest ball they’d ever seen hit. I 
was about 13. 

Of course, today’s record is 
tomorrow’s starting point, as I 
would have abundant oppor- 
tunities to realize later. 

During the games of the 23rd 
Olympiad in Los Angeles this sum- 
mer, record after record was brok- 
en as the athletes proved themsel- 
ves swifter, higher, stronger. 

It makes you wonder: Is there 
any limit to human potential? 
How is human potential 
discovered and. unleashed? 

Christians believe that each per- 
son is gifted with a personal voca- 
tion — a special and unique call- 
ing. The talent is usually hidden 
within a person to be discovered 
like a treasure. 

The rub is that it is hidden. For 
some people it might.have been 
covered over by years of hearing 
someone say: ‘“‘You’ll never 
amount to anything’’ or ““You 
can’t do that.”’ 

Others never had a sense of 
achievement. Perhaps no one of- 
fered them any recognition. It 
could be that a person had no 
sense of personal responsibility, 
little chance for advancement or 
personal growth — important fac- 
tors that help us unleash our 
potential. 

One college senior was wonder- 
.ing what she would do after com- 
mencement. After 16 years of 
schooling she didn’t have much 
sense of who she was or where 
she was headed. It happened that 
she picked up a magazine and 
spotted two multiple-choice ques- 
tions that started her thinking. 

The first asked: What is the 


most effective way to discover 
human potential — by scientific 
testing; trial and error; reading 
books; a special program; or 
through the assistance of a men- 
tor, coach or guidance counselor? 

The second asked about the best 
way to unlock human potential. Is 
it by exercise or through prayer 
and meditation? What about self- 
discipline? 

The young woman realized she 
never had thought about all this. 
Yet when she reflected on some 
others in her graduating class, she 
realized they had definite plans 
for what they would do after they 
received their diplomas. It seemed 
as though they had found a way 
to discover and unleash their 
potential. 

In “‘Seasons of a Man’s Life,”’ 
Daniel Levinson says a person bet- 


Swifter, higher, stronger 


ween the ages of 18 and 30 has 
four tasks to perform. 

—Dreaming comes first. We 
create tomorrows by what we 
dream today. 

—Second, it is vital to form a 
relationship with someone who is 
helpful as a guide — someone to 
talk with at times. 

—Third is discovering an oc- 
cupation — choosing from among 
your dreams. 

—Fourth is forming close, sup- 
portive relationships. 

Perseverance and commitment 
are among other factors that help 
to unlock a person's potential, I 
think. 

The Buffalo News once said: ‘‘A 
man can fail many times, but he 
isn’t a failure until he starts to 
blame somebody else.”’ 

And Goethe, the 19th-century 


author of ‘‘Faust,’” said: 
‘““Whatever you can do, or dream 
you can, begin it. Boldness has 
genius, power and magic in it.” 

God gave us great potential, for 
we are created in his likeness. 
Moreover, we have the tools to 
discover and unleash our potential. 

That doesn’t mean God will 
stop us from falling. Rather, God 
always picks us up. 

As my friends at the manage- 
ment research group known as 
Selection Research Inc. say: We 
must focus on excellence, study 
our Success and move from our 
strengths. 


(Father Sherry is director of the 
U.S. bishops’ Committee on 
Priestly Formation.) 
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A bundle of possibilities 


By Father John Castelot 
NC News Service 

Photos of the Earth taken from 
space reveal a luminous little’ 
sphere as cold and lonely as the 
moon. Viewed from space, our 
world — which used to seem so 
enormous and whose problems 
still seem almost overwhelming — 
suddenly looks tiny and 
insignificant. 

Many centuries ago a man gaz- 
ing Out into space gave voice to 
these thoughts: ‘‘When I behold 
your heavens, the work of your 
fingers, the moon and the stars 
which you set in place, what is 
man that you should be mindful 
of him or the son of man that you 
should care for him?’’ (Psalm 
8:4-5). 

But — and this is the surprising 
point — it was not humanity’s in- 
significance that stunned the an- 
cient writer as he looked into the 
stars. What struck him was quite 


the opposite: humanity’s enor- 
mous importance. 

Of no other creature was it 
said, as it is said of man and 
woman: “‘In the divine image he 
created them’’ (Genesis 1:27). 

A sense of wonder at humani- 
ty’s value swept over the psalmist. 
“You have made him little less 
than the angels, and crowned him 
with glory and honor. You have 
given him rule over the works of 
your hands, putting all things 
under his feet; all sheep and oxen, 
yes, and the beasts of the field, 
the birds of the air, the fishes of 
the sea and whatever swims the 
paths of the seas’’ (Psalm 8:6-9). 

Now, to be made in God’s im- 
age and likeness means that 
humanity is given a share in God’s 
creative love and power. People 
are co-creators. 

And God is eternally active and 
creative. A sign of this is found in 
the ongoing development and 
growth — the ongoing creation — 


of each human person. 

No person is a finished, static 
product, like a car rolling off an 
assembly line. The only change 
the car will undergo is deteriora- 
tion — and depreciation! 

A human being, on the other 
hand, never stops growing 
physically, intellectually, emo- 
tionally, spiritually. 

In short, each person is a bun- 
dle of possibilities. Those 
possibilities become actualities 
when people exercise their free 
will — when they make choices. 

In fact, every single choice a 
person makes, no matter how ap- 
parently unimportant, is creative 
— or destructive. Like a hammer 
blow on metal, every choice 
molds our characters and per- 
sonalities; it creates us. 


We are, with God’s help, ‘‘cap- - 
tains of our souls.’’ Of course, 
there are circumstances in life. 
over which people have no con- 
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Potential beyond 
the moment 


By Theodore Hengesbach 


NC News Service 


Greg Barton raced for the gold 
in the solo kayak event in the 
1984 summer Olympics. I found 
his story especially moving. 

Barton was born with club feet 
and even after 12 operations this 
condition could not be fully cor- 
rected. So he turned his attention © 
from sports which required leg 
and foot coordination to one that 
demanded upper body strength — 
kayaking. 

Although Barton missed the 
gold, he is a model of how to 
turn defeat in one area into an 
asset in another. 

As a teacher and adviser of 
adults returning to complete their 
college degrees, I meet individuals 
who set great goals for themselves 
and who often achieve great 
results. 

Some start with real handicaps, 
having to turn around an earlier 
history of failure, academic proba- 
tion and even dismissal from the 
university 10 or 20 years ago. 
They go on to perform in accep- 
table, even outstanding ways. 

Then there are people like Lynn 


‘Thompson and Harry Spigle, both 


recent retirees. Thompson came 
to see me two years ago about 
taking a painting course. He felt 
this would be a good way to fill 
his time. 

It soon became clear that he 
had earned many college credits 


trol. It is one’s reaction to those 
circumstances that can be 
controlled. 

Obviously, too, we often feel 
unequal to the task of our ongo- 
ing development. Only God 
creates effortlessly. For God’s 
human co-creators, it isa 
challenge, frequently a difficult one. 

Strength comes from the realiza- 
tion that people are co-creators, 
working with God. 

No one was ever more con- 
scious of his weakness than St. 
Paul. Yet, he wrote: ‘‘I willingly 
boast of my weakness, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon 
me...for when I am powerless, it 
is then that I am strong”’ (2 Corin- 
thians 12:9,10). 

Yet Paul goes on to say, “In 
him is the source of my strength. 
I have strength for everything”’ 
(Philippians 4:13). 


(Father Castelot teaches at St. 
John’s Seminary, Plymouth, Mich.) 


in the past and that he was close 
to completing his bachelor’s 
degree. So instead of just a course 
in painting, he enrolled in a varie- 
ty of courses. Within a year and a 
half he finished his degree. At the 
1983 commencement exercises, he 
led the procession of students into 
the hall. 

Spigle had been taking college 
courses sporadically since 1938. 
His final course toward a 
bachelor’s degree was one in 
poetry which, he told me, ‘‘open- 
ed up a whole new part of my 
life.”’ 

It provided him with the skills, 
practice and encouragement to 
put his personal experiences as a 
World War II soldier into poetic 
form. At 66 Spigle became a 
published poet. In the university’s 
fine arts magazine featuring the 
best student work, three of his 
poems are prominently presented. 

Both Thompson and Spigle 
discovered a potential they didn’t 
know was there. I also know a 
woman, a college graduate, who 
was willing to begin all over to 
obtain a graduate degree in 
business. To fulfill the 
mathematics requirement, she 
took a precollege course in 
algebra. After three attempts over 
a two-year period involving heavy 
weekly homework assignments, 
she gained the requisite B. 

She is an example of someone 
who can learn skills in a com- 
pletely new area. 

Christian life reveals a similar 
pattern. Faith calls Christians to 
achieve their full potential. The 
life and words of Jesus invite 
Christians to expand their 
horizons. His words encourage 
people to live in new, undreamed 
of ways. 

The New Testament offers a 
perspective on life’s meaning — 
on life’s enrichment and fulfill- 
ment. Think of the Rich Young 
Man in the Gospel. 

According to the scripture ac- 
count, the Rich Young Man was a 
good man, searching to become 
better. When Jesus told him that 
he should sell all that he had in 
order to be perfect, the rich man 
turned away. He departed in a sad 
state. 

But his sadness does not in- 
dicate he did something wrong by 
departing. Rather, the Rich Young 
Man’s sadness resulted from his 
inability to search in a new and 
different way for fulfillment — to 
move beyond the potential he had 
already achieved. 


(Hengesbach teaches at Indiana 
University, South Bend.) 
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Your potential as a human be- 
ing doesn’t mature in a vacuum. 

Instead, fulfillment unfolds in 
the midst of real life. 

—Other people help to draw 
out your hidden potential. 

—Unanticipated developments 
point toward aptitudes and 
talents you never thought could 
be yours. 

Many adults could testify that 
they discovered new dimensions 


Whenever people make a new 
beginning in life, they tend to be 
hopeful and apprehensive at the 
same time. It’s no wonder. For 
at the beginning point, who can 
see the end result? 

Perhaps this is why a man and 
woman get nervous on their 
wedding day. Each partner’s 
destiny is about to become in- 
tertwined with the destiny of a 
spouse, the destinies of children 
they eventually hope to have, of their personal potential when 
the destinies of new relatives’ and they were 35 or older. 
friends. All this points to one reason 

Years later the couple may why the church places such im- 
look back on their lives and portance on the community 
realize how much they have dimension of its life. People are 
grown and changed. Undoubted- always searching for fulfillment. 
ly they will find that the course And they contribute to each s 
their personal development took other’s fulfillment in important 
was strongly influenced by life ways. 
together — what they learned The members of the Christian 
from each other, what they suf- community are people who in 
fered together, what they achiev- many ways can foster the poten- 
tial within each other’s lives. 

It is similar with other points 
in life when people make a new 
beginning: the first day in col- 
lege, the first day in a new 
neighborhood, the first day in a 
new job, the first day in a new 
parish. In each Case, a person is 
stimulated by the new situation 
and, perhaps, jittery over the 
roles that new people — 
teachers, co-workers, neighbors, 
parishioners — will play in his 
or her life. 

Will these new people foster 
or frustrate one’s personal 
development. 


The sacrament of confirmation 
focuses in a special way on the 
value and the potential of each 
person’s life. When youths are 
prepared for confirmation today, 
they often are asked to under- 
take a project in which they 
serve the needs of other people. 

In this way, the church says in 
effect to its young people: ‘‘You 
have gifts and talents for serving 
others that you have, as yet, 
barely imagined. With God’s 
Spirit, your potential is truly 
astounding.”’ 


SECOND HELPINGS 


“Sixty Ways to Let Yourself 
Grow,”’ by Sister Martha Mary 
McGaw, CSu. “‘Have you really 
jumped into life or are you still 
shivering on the shore?”’ Sister 
McGaw, a veteran journalist, 
asks readers in this small lively 
book. It is a book of ideas, each 
one presented in brief form. It 
might be used by individuals to 
stimulate thinking and prayer. 
The author offers advice for 
making some changes in life. 
She urges readers to think 
about “‘how your presence has 
an impact on the world.” She 
suggests: “‘Invest your whole 
self in whatever you do...You’ll 
never know how much good you 
are able to do until you let 
yourself go.’’ Sister McGaw 
writes: “You're not finished. 
You are growing.... The materials 
of life are all around you. You 
can use them to grow....This 
very moment is your unrepeat- 
able chance to become the per- 
son God created you to be.” 
(Liguori Publications, One 
Liguori Dr., Liguori, Mo. 63057. 
1984. $1.50) | 


...fOr diScUSSION 


1. Did you ever have an ex- 
perience that helped you realize 
you had potential — a talent, a 
gift, an aptitude — that you had 
never recognized in yourself 
before? What was the 
experience? 


2. What role do you think 
other people might play in help- 
ing you develop your potential? 


3. What steps would you 
recommend to another person 
who sought advice on how to 
develop his or her potential as a 
person? 


4. Is there a sense in which a 
community — a parish, a school, 
a youth group — has potential 
precisely as a community? 


5. In Katharine Bird’s article, 
what does Father Edward Brax- 
ton consider a key way to bring 
out the hidden capabilities in 
people? 


Faith Today 


CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR 
How Angelo tended der vineyard 


By Janaan Manternach 
NC News Service 


Angelo grew up in a small 
village in Italy. His parents rented 
a small farm. They grew grapes 
and vegetables. They were proud 
to be farmers. 

Angelo’s father, John, loved to 
work in the fields. He dreamed of 
the day he would own his own 
vineyard. He hoped his children 
would love farming as much as he 
did. 

Angelo was the oldest son. He 
had 12 brothers and sisters. His 
father counted most on Angelo to 
grow up to help him on the farm. 

But Angelo didn’t like farming. 
He felt bad that he did not enjoy 
working on the farm as his father 
did. His family had always been 
farmers. 

It wasn’t that Angelo hated hard 
work. He liked another kind of 
work. He knew his talents were 
for other things. 

Soon Angelo knew everything 
that he could learn in the village 
school. His parents let him go to a 
bigger school in a town about five 


Fill in the 
grapes with 
letters to form 
words from this 
week’s children’s 
story. Then color 
in the grapes. 
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miles away. Angelo walked to and 
from school. He did chores on the 
farm, too. 

The priest in his village was a 
friend of Angelo’s father and 
mother. Father Rebuzzini helped 
Angelo with his lessons. 

His parents kept wishing Angelo 


would be like the rest of the fami-. 


ly. They hoped he would still 
become a farmer. But they knew 
in their hearts that Angelo wanted 


‘to be a priest. 


Father Rebuzzini encouraged 
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HOW ABOUT YOU? 


There is more than one way to grow — we get taller or stronger. 


But we can also grow inside. Do you think people can learn to love, 


to care more? 


Children’s Reading Corner 


“Always, Always’’ is a story by Crescent Dragonwagon. Children and 
adults might enjoy reading it aloud together. Afterward they might talk 
about things that remain sure and dependable even though great 
changes occur. In the story the living pattern of a young girl changes 
with her parents’ divorce. She lives from the fall through the spring with 
her mother and summers with her father. It is hard each time she has 
to separate from one parent to go live with the other. She learns that 
one thing will never change: how much her parents love her. ‘‘We both 
love you,”’ her mother said, ‘‘and we always, always will.’’ (Macmillan 
Publishing Co., New York. N.Y. 1984. Hardback. $10.95.) 
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Angelo. The good priest talked 
with Angelo’s mother and father. 
He told them he thought God was 
calling their son to be a priest. 
Finally Angelo’s parents let their 
boy go off to the city to study to 
be a priest. 

Angelo missed his family, but he 
knew he was developing the gifts 
and talents God gave him. 

Eventually Angelo Roncalli 
became a priest. He worked with 
the poor. He served in the Army. 
He taught in the seminary. He 
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wrote books. He was a diplomat. 
He lived in many parts of the 
world. He became a bishop, then 
a cardinal. He always tried to 
keep growing and to become the 
best person he could be. 

Then as an old man he was 
chosen to be pope. He took his 
father’s name, calling himself 
Pope John XXIII. Some of those 
who elected him hoped he would 
keep everything the way it was in 
the church. 

But Pope John XXII 
remembered something he learned 
as a young boy. He remembered 
how important it is to grow and 
develop. He believed that God 
wants us to achieve our fullest 
possibilities. 

Pope John thought all in the 
church had possibilities to grow. 
He called all the leaders of the | 
church together to talk about how 
to do just that. 


(Ms. Manternach is the author 
of catechetical works, Scripture 
stories and original stories for 
children.) 
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Discovery 


Guiding children along the road of 
Christian discovery is the highest 
priority of Father Forest McAllister, 
O.F.M. With funding from the Catho- 
lic Church Extension Society, he 
serves the spiritual needs of those 
who live in isolated communities 
high in New Mexico’s mountainous 
terrain. 

Father McAllister is one of a team of 
home missioners who, in partnership 
with Extension, pursue the vital and 
urgent task of evangelization here in 
the United States. But the team is too 
small to do the job without help. It 


needs new members. It needs you. 

Join us. Become a member of the 
Extension team. Although you won't 
be present in the home missions per- 
sonally, your impact will be felt in this 
holy effort. Together we will. bring 
Christ to those living in the home 
missions. 


Write for a free subscription to 
Extension magazine today and dis- 
cover the difference you can make. 
Together, and with God's grace, we 
can achieve His missionary goals here 
in our own beloved country. 


The Catholic Church 


EXTENSION society 


35 East Wacker Drive * Room 400 ® Chicago, Illinois GO601 
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People power tapped by SDOP 


continued from page 1 


SDOP is a privately funded 
community-controlled enterprise. Steve 
Klink, SDOP’s executive director, said 
the $15,000 in ‘‘seed money’’ for the 


organization came from the Diocese of 


San Diego. 


In 1978 the pastors of the five Catholic 
churches in areas being organized asked 
Bishop Leo T. Maher for ‘financial 
assistance for SDOP, Klink said. The five 
pastors were Father Francis Pattison of 
St. Rita Church; Father Jerry Sims, St. 
Jude Shrine; Jesuit Father Richard 
Brown of Our Lady of Guadalupe; Father 
Edward Brockhaus of Our Lady of Angels 
and Jesuit Father Michael Kennedy of 
Christ the King Church. 


BISHOP MAHER secured a three- 
year Campaign for Human Development 
grant for SDOP in 1979, Klink said. 
“CHD would provide the seed money to 
get SDOP going and then the grassroots 
organizations would have to get their own 
funds. The diocesan funds kept us alive 
when things got tight,’’ he said. 

“The executive board (of SDOP) 
agreed it would always be_ privately 
funded and would not take tax dollars,’’ 
Klink noted. The reasons for the board’s 
funding decision were ‘‘so it would not be 
dependent on government and to allow 
people to pursue issues without worrying 


about antagonizing city  hall,’’ he 
explained. 
Fathers Pattison, Brockhaus, Brown 


and Kennedy also enlisted the support of 
other diocesan parishes to provide SDOP 
with funds on a yearly basis, Klink said. 
Both Father Pattison and Father Douglas 
Regin of Catholic Community Services 
“have been supporters and counselors’’ 
to SDOP staff members, Klink added. 


THE LARGEST fund-raiser SDOP 
has each year is a sweepstakes drawing for 
which the diocese provides the first prize, 
Klink said. Other fundraising activities 
sponsored by the project are_a walk-a- 
thon and a ‘‘Priests vs. Police’’ basketball 
game. 

SDOP’s annual budget of $100,000 
goes mainly toward training community 
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groups how to organize and bring about a 
desired change, Klink said. ‘‘Rather than 
giving them fish, we teach them how to 
fish,’’ he noted. 


e 2 
“The last thing a poor community 
needs are additional dependencies...like 
welfare,’’ Klink explained. Dependencies 
make it difficult for people to believe in 
themselves, he continued. He emphasized 
the ‘‘community ownership”? of SDOP. 


‘‘DEFEND THE poor and feed the 
hungry...that’s” SDOP’s motto,’’ said 
Fern James, the president of the project. 
‘“SDOP helps people organize themselves 
and become a convivial force,’’ she said. 


By “‘raising consciousness so people co- 
act instead of react,’” SDOP helps people 
make their neighborhoods safer, James 
said. Training workshops, in public 
speaking for example, are given to teach 
people the skills they need to make their 
communities better, she added. 
“Neighbors build communities and 
communities build cities,’’ she added. 


Education can raise the quality of life in 
organized areas, James said. ‘‘Why are 
we busing to get a quality education for 
our kids? 


“WE HAVE tw demand a quality 
education for kids — no matter where 
they live,’’ she added. 


Jobs, technology and developments are 
needed in Southeast San Diego, James 
said. She cited a proposed shopping 
center as an example of the type of 
development needed. 


To beautify itself, a community 
organization will frequently send letters to 
‘property owners ‘‘whose houses are 


deteriorating or dirty,’’ SAC’s Gomez 
said. If a property owner refuses to clean 
up the land, the neighborhood may 
choose to contact SDOP’s executive 
board, which may take the issue to city 
officials or to the health department, he 
added. 


““WE WANT to change the image of 
the community and fix up places,’’ 
Gomez said. “I’m doing this (working 
with SDOP) because I live here...this is 
my neighborhood,”’ he added. 
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AFTER RENEW, 
COME TOGETHER 

IN PRAYER, SONG 
AND TO HEAR THESE 
DYNAMIC SPEAKERS! 
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SPONSORED BY THE DIOCESAN CHARISMATIC RENEWAL CENTER. 


“3D 


FOR REGISTRATION OR INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 459-3255. 


a Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these 
aN beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy ay 
a eternal happiness and peace. Amen. sg 
38 LIRA, Louisa. Mother of Mary Pereira, Elsie Cerny, g § 
gt James, Anthony & Raul Lira; mother-in-law of Jenny ‘| 
sll: Lira; 15 grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren. Funeral Fa 
Mass: November 12 at St. Agnes ee , Fr. James Rafferty Er. Bid Kalcher 
A ‘oodbody Mortuary ? 
33 MASSA, Louise. Mother of Richard Massa, Betty i 
Fe Jones and Louise Bernd; eight grandchildren; one great- te , " 
Be grandchild. Funeral Mass: November 12 at Our Lady of a Gathered together in the name of the Lord 
ae. SanmeditledriChrche Caodbouy ietuary 2 Jesus, the Christian community responds to 
Br : “te the invitation of the Spirit to open their 
aie WELCH, Grace M. Wife of Lawrence D. Welch; G hearts in praise of God. ! pray that each of 
Pa mother of James Welch, Mary Rogers, Jean Berger, 3,2 2 You may ff ohhe an increase in the gifts of 
Site: Kathleen Frinchaboy, Carol and Dorothy Welch; 12 35 the Holy Spirit. 
ni; grandchildren. Memorial Service: November 13 at Pt Fat ‘ 
os Blessed Sacrament Church. Goodbody Mortuary Be euthoo BED ose Oa MOTELS 
fe BARNES, Del. Wife of Peter Barnes; mother of os gael cua paiedape es 
3's Kathleen Bils, Cheryl Pementil, Patrick, Jennifer and ate 
it Michael Barnes; sister of Sr. Marie Genevieve, Sr. ic § 
gt Justin, Rose Perreault, Ellen Richards, Justin and aut 
it Monica O’Connell; three grandchildren. Funeral Mass: ae ea Scale SS eats 
Me ee tke, ° 
ae November 16 at St. Patrick’s. Goodbody Mortuary a 1tocesan SAN DIEGO 
Pog ’ 360 x ° ° 
aa ae Catholic Charismatic 
aN a § nference ‘84 NOVEMBER 30 and 
au . ] sy DECEMBER 2 
ae BOULEVARD CHAPEL OO O a 1& 
ats 027 EL CAJON BLVD. See 
ns 5027 EL i 
as 582-1700 at 
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The third expeditionary force, the first 
to travel overland, departed for Alta 
California in mid-March of 1769. Fray 
Junipero Serra. was to accompany the 
fourth and final arm of the expedition 
which was scheduled to leave from 
Loreto. Gaspar de Portola was 
commander and Serra’ chaplain and 
diarist. 

In the opening words of his account, 
Serra set the tone by observing that it was 
a journey undertaken ‘‘for the greater 
glory of God and the conversion of the 
pagans to our holy Catholic faith.” Vo 
Serra, the faith was a gift: and he was 
determined to share it with others. 

WHEN HESITATION was expressed 
about Serra’s ability to withstand the 
rigors of travel, because of his infected 
foot and leg, the decision was made to also 
assign Fray Miguel de la Campa_ to 
accompany the expedition. Serra would 
join them on the frontier. 

Meanwhile, officials at San Fernando 
College had named Fray Francisco Palou 
as presidente for Baja California, an 
appointment that would become effective 
the moment Serra left the frontier for the 


BICENTENNIAL 


Msgr. Francis J. Weber | 


north. Serra had been careful to provide 
for the spiritualiues of the peninsular 
missions after his departure. 

When at last he was able to travel, it 
was necessary that two men lift Serra onto 
luis mule and adjust him in the saddle. 


Few would have imagined that_ the 
determined friar was destined to:-work yet 
another 15 years, accomplishing much for 
the Lord along E/ Camino Real. 

THE WORN OUT mule and aging 
padre made their painful way from Loreto 
to the north, Throughout the journey, 


Serra kept a meticulous diary, the most 


valuable and surely the longest document 
he ever wrote. 


At San Borja Mission, Serra was 
enthusiastically welcomed by Fray 
Fermin Francisco de Lasuén who would 
one day succeed him as _ presidente of the 
Alta California missions. The two friars 
spent several days planning for the 
present and anticipating the-future. 


On May Day, Serra moved on toward 
the frontier mission of Santa Maria and 
there, on the rim of Christendom, he 
caught up with Gaspar de Portola, de la 
Campa and other members of the 
expedition. 


ON MAY 13, the small contingent 
arrived at Velicata where, on the Feast of 
Pentecost, Serra. founded his _ first 
mission. A cross was raised, bells were 
rung and Holy Mass was offered under 


San Diego harbor 


the patronage of San Fernando. 


Few missions have been founded -in 
such impoverished circumstances. As 


Serra himself noted, the celebration took 


place ‘‘with all the neatness of holy 
poverty.’’ Several .days later, when a 
number of Indians appeared on the scene, 
Serra explained the reason for his 
presence among them. 


Early in June, the Gaspar de Portola 
expedition reached San Diego, where 
they were heartened at seeing the San 
Carlos and the San Antonio riding at anchor 
near the mouth of the bay. 


SERRA RECORDED in his diary that 
“it was a day of great rejoicing and 
merriment for all . . . And although this 
sort of consolation appears to be the 
solace of the miserable, for us it was the 
source of happiness.’”’ 


Serra was especially jubilant. He had 
traveled 900 miles from Loreto, 2,000 
miles from San Fernando, 8,000 miles 
from Mallorca, to reach Alta California. 
Now he was in the beautiful harbor of San 
Diego on the Pacific, ready to raise aloft 
the cross of Christ. 


The economy was not the only item 


continued from page 6 

@ Raised the diocesan assessment 
for funding of NCCB-USCC_ national 
offices from 12.3 cents per Catholic to 
13.3 cents, beginning in 1986. 

e Approved a $25.5 million 
budget for the two conferences in 1985, 
up $1.3 million from 1984. 

e Approved new guidelines for 
the relationship between the American 
Board of Catholic Missions and the 
NCCB. 

e Decided to leave the age of 
confirmation to the discretion of each 
bishop in his own diocese, rejecting a 


since 1946. 
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Continuous & dignified service 
to the Catholic community 


Mission Bay Chapel & 
Pacific Beach Mortuary, Inc. 
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committee proposal that would have 
recommended grades 8-11 as the usual 
age across the country. 

¢ Decided that each diocese 
should determine its) own rules for 
financial support of the Church by 
Catholics. 

e Agreed to let diocesan norms 
stand for now on a number of other 
matters of Church law or discipline, until 
studies can be completed to decide 
whether national norms should be set or 
what such norms should say. 


lwo action proposals originally on the 


. bishops’ agenda were withdrawn before 
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they came up for discussion. 


Lhe Committee. on the Liturgy 
withdrew a proposed original Eucharistic 
prayer, saying it wanted to refine the 
work before bringing it to a vote. 


THE CANONICAL Affairs 
Committee withdrew a proposal that 
would leave norms for clerical attire 
completely up to each diocese, because it 
needed to give further study to questions 


which were raised about the legal status of 


that approach. 


Archbishop Quinn, who heads a special 
pontifical commission on U.S. Religious, 
reported on his commission’s progress. 
He asked the bishops to set aside a 
significant part of their June 1985 
meeting in Collegeville, Minn., to 
develop a common understanding of 
some major concerns facing American 


Religious. 


He said that in June he would also like 


the bishops to consider the possibilities of 
establishing a permanent NCCB 
committee for Religious and. of 
commissioning a national pastoral letter 
on Religious. 


CARDINAL FRANCISZEK 
Macharski of Cracow, leading a 
delegation from the Polish Bishops’ 
Conference, addressed the U.S. bishops 
Nov. 12. He thanked them for the U.S. 
Catholic assistance to Poland in recent 
years and asked their help in financing a 
planned Church-run agricultural fund 
in Poland. The U.S. bishops are being 
asked to raise $3 million toward the five- 
year program, under which Pohsh. 
Church authorities are hoping to secure 
$1.8 billlion from Western nations and 
groups to meet social and economic needs 
of their people. 


On the Polish agricultural fund the 
bishops took no formal action as a body to 
commit to raising the money. 


Michael G. Kielty 


M:B B.S: (Lond) FACS. EAC. OG. KCHS: 


Diplomate of the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 


Scripps Medical Centre 
9844 Genesee Avenue 
La Jolla, Cahf. 92037 
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YOUR USABLE DISCARDS 


HELP ST. VINCENT 
DE PAUL CENTER 


Call Today 233-7495 
We'll Pick Up at Your Home or Office! 
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at SERRA DAY CELEBRATION — Students at St. John of the Cross, Lemon Grove, 
nd assembled in their church for a para-liturgy Nov. 16 in honor of Father Junipero 
1is : Serra. Students read about Father Serra’s life, displayed posters and sang during the 
he assembly. The diocesan schools office had declared the day for Father Serra 
fe because children were not in school Aug. 28, Serra’s authentic anniversary date. 
¢ Small wonder 
e Life is full of small surprises, as the 
= song All Your Gifts of Life points out. Of 
as course, sometimes small gifts are 
of overlooked. Busy schedules and a 
é ‘ mulutude of responsibilities may narrow 
te: All Your Gifts of Life our focus. Our thoughts get caught up in 
of cts plans already started or completed. 
B en) : We need to be responsible. Yet 
ae hank you, Lord, for all your hie ann ek ae ee ae roe 
ma OVCTWOL OF WOrrTY Can De the reasons Ww yV - 
cr gilts ae ita people pay too fue attentions 1oclite’s 
All your gifts of life a nie Ge. 2 
Thank you, Lord, for all your Pats anece = 
K gifts Vhis Vhanksgiving, try to look more 
a ; 7 ep attentively into the world) azound you. 
oo All your gifts of life AS Sacele 
2 Sunshine and butterflies *When was the last ime TP took a walk 
<a All your gifts of life in the evening, marveling as the moon 
a Animals and birds in the skies broke into the sky? 
id All- your gifts of life *Did I really notice those who smiled at 
1g % me today? 
D ee SUE *When did I last thank God lor the 
e = y on ee 5 4 2a person | am — a unique combination of 
‘a : caer ee: it ane SINS trees hopes, abilities and inner gifts? 
ds pilyoecenisat ite *Who among my friends could benefit 
Tae from a small, extra dose of my attention? 
Viny hearts and aged hands 3 ; 
e All your gifts of life New Year's Day is nol the only time to 
oO ‘Viny hearts and aged hands make resolutions for the future. Try to 


All your gifts of life 


Teach us, Lord, a deep respect 
For all your gifts of life 
YVeach us, Lord, a’deep respect 
For all your gifts of life 


Written and sung by 
Rev. Carey Landry 
Copyright (c) 1976 

North American 
Liturgy Resources 


discern what is missing from your life. 
This might lead to a lew resolutions now. 


Life offers a marvelous opportunity for 
all kinds of adventures. “Fake time this 
Vhanksgiving to thank God for this 
special chance. 


Open yourself to the small gifts that 
make a big difference. 


(Your comments are aleays welcome. Write: 
Chartie Martin, 1218 S. Rotherwood Ave., 
Evansville, Ind. 47714.) 


Pope to meet with youth 
at international symposium 


By Sister Mary Ann Walsh 
VATICAN CITY (NC) — Pope John 


Paul II is scheduled to meet at the 


Vatican with young people from around 
the world Dec. 7 during a symposium on 
peace sponsored by .a Japanese radio 
station, the Vatican said Nov. 14. 

Vhe Dec. 6-8 symposium, which is 
expected to attract about 5,000. youth 
between 15 and 29 years of age, is being 
sponsored by JOQR, a Vokyo 
commercial staGon in cooperation with 
the Japan Catholic Bishops’ Conference, 
according to symposium organizers. 

THE CHAIRMAN of the board of the 
station, Yoshio Akao, was made a Knight 
of St. Gregory in 1980. The station has 37 
affiliates in a national network. 

JOQR, in a press release, said that 
“the symposium is held at the Vatican in 
the presence of the Holy Father because 
the pope truly symbolizes the cause of 
world peace.”’ 


The symposium was designed to 


precede the beginning of the 
U.N.-designated International Youth 
Year, 1985, the JOOR release said. 


THE MAJORITY of participants are 
expected to come from Japan, but other 
countries are also scheduled to be 
represented, organizers said. ‘The 
mecting with the pope is scheduled to 
include brief statements by young people 
from Japan and 14 other countries, 
including the United States, Canada, 
Great’ Britain, Germany and the 
Philippines, said organizers. 


The symposium agenda includes a 
Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica celebrated by 
Bishop Stephen Hamao of Yokohama. 
Bishop Hamiao is president of the Bishops 
Commitice for Youth of Japan. 


The symposium is also being supported 
by the Japanese section of Vatican Radio 
which this year celebrates its 25th 
anniversary, said Sister Ignatius Ishino, a 
member of the Daughters of St. Paul, 
who heads the section. 


photo by Barbara Peterson 
FINALISTS — St. Rita School students participated in the Junipero Serra 
Bicentennial poster and poetry contest in October. The California Catholic 
Conference sponsored the contest for all Catholic schools in the state. St. Rita’s 
contest finalists were (from left to right) Yolanda Morales, Emmanuel Gonzales and 
Ryan Huertas. 


Children’s Christmas Capsules 


By Jerry Filteau~ 


NC — Here are capsule reviews of some new books available for Christmas giving 
for children. The books included are representative of many on sale as the holiday 


season begins. . 


The Lion Book of Bible Stories and Prayers, retold by Mary Batchelor. Lion 
Publishing (Belleville, Mich., 1980) 100 pp., $5.95. 

More ‘than 30 Bible stories are retold in plain, clear children’s language in this 
brightly illustrated book. The prayers that follow cach story are a good teaching device, 


helping illustrate the point of the story. But they are also excellent in their own rightas 

: children’s prayers — simple, direct, clear and well 

adapted to children’s concepts of good and bad. Ages 5-9. 

That Dog! by Nanette Newman. Vhomas Y. Crowell 
Junior Books (New York, 1983). 47 pp., $8.95. 


A charmingly written boy-and-dog story. Barnum does 


photo by Veronica Garcia 


RENEW BALLOONS — Students at All Hallows Academy, La Jolla, released balloons with social justice 
Scripture quotes Nov. 16 as a culminating activity for their third semester of RENEW. The school’s students also 
raised $558 for Ethiopian famine relief. 


everything with his owner, Ben, but Barnum gets old and 
dies. When a stray puppy follows Ben home, Ben has to 
reconcile a growing affection for the puppy with his 
feelings that he could never love another dog as he loved 
Barnum. Charcoal drawings by Marylin Hafner convey 
moods in the story well. Ages 3-8. 

The Knight of the Golden Plain, by Mollie Hunter. 


‘Harper and Row (New York, 1983). 48 pp., $10.95. 


Scottsh storyteller Mollic Hunter brings a young boy’s 
Saturday afternoon daydreams to life as the boy becomes 
Sir Dauntless and rides off to slay dragons and save a 
beautiful princess from an evil magician. Unlike most 
modern children’s adventure stories, this includes many 
classic elements of magic and weaves in Christian faith as 
part of the young knights power that enables him to 
overcome evil. The tale is illustrated by Mare Simont. 
Ages 5-10. 

Tales From the Beechy Woods: Fluff’s Birthday, by 
Molly Burke. Educational Development Corp. (Tulsa, 
Okla., 1983). 32 pp., $10.95. 

Fluff the bunny is 1 year old, and all the animals in the 
Beechy Woods get together to spring a surprise birthday 
party for her. Bright illustrations by Gerda Neubacher 
complement the lilting, rhymed story. A book that is sure 
to keep the attention of its intended audience. Ages 2-6. 
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Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Nov. 25, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 
Jesuit Fr. Robert Fambrini 


Celebrant 


Seven Steps to Freedom counseling program, meeting, every 
Monday, 7 p.m., Community Congress, 3052 Clairemont 
Drive. The 7th Step Foundation citizen and offender meeting 
involves individuals and social service agencies in the lives and 
problems of ex-offenders returing to live and work in San Diego. 

Roving Mass, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church, Nov. 
25, 7 p.m. Dance follows. Donation to cover costs requested. 
Sponsored by Office of Young Adult Ministry. More: 583-9181. 

Christmas mart, Nov. 25, St. Mary center, after all Masses. 
Sponsored by Stella Maris no. 183. Info: 433-5373. 

North American Conference of Separated and Divorced 
Catholics, lecture, Nov. 26, 7:30 p.m., St. James Church, 
Solana Beach. Ed Shafranske, chairman of Ca. State 
Psychological Assn.’s task force on- spirituality and 
psychotherapy, to speak on practical approaches and problem 
solving in dealing with parent-child conflicts. Cost: $1. Details: 
755-2545. 

Distinguished speaker series at USD, 8 p.m. in Salomon 
Lecture Hall. Speakers and topics: Nov. 27 — Senator Joseph 
Biden ‘‘U.S. Foreign Policy’’; Dec. 11 — Msgr. George 
Higgins, ‘“‘Social Justice’’. Free. Info: 260-4802. 

Las Vegas, a St. Patrick Seniors bus trip, Nov. 27-29. Cost is 
$73 for twin. Details: 282-7109 or 232-0708. 

The Nun in the Mexican jail, Sister Antonia Brenner, at St. 
Charles Borromeo Church hall, Nov. 28, 7:30 p.m. Free. Into: 
226-0443. : 

Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, executive board 
meeting, Nov. 28, 10 a.m., St. John the Evangelist parish hall. 
Coffee served at 9:30 a.m. Luncheon after meeting; cost is $3. 
All women welcome. Reservations: 282-8872 or 284-0194. 

National Conference on Catholic Ministry, Nov. 28-Dec. 
1, Phoenix, Ariz. For those who work with Catholic youth. Fee: 
$110, includes all conference sessions, materials and most meals. 
Contact Office of Youth Ministries: 574-6303. 

Fiesta Mexicana, Marian High. School, Imperial Beach, 
Nov. 30. Cocktails at 6 p.m.; dinner at 7 p.m.; entertainment at 
8 p.m. Mexican dinner, folklorico dancers, mariachis and door 
prizes featured. Donation: $5. Tickets available at school office. 
Sponsored by Marian High’s PTG. ‘ 

Catholic Alumni Club TGIF, Nov. 30, 94th Aero Squadron, 
Kearny Mesa, 5:30 p.m. Look for table with a CAC flag. More: 
299-3055. 


Musical evening, Nov. 30, 7 p.m., Town and Country 
Convention Center. Performers include Cameron Highland 
Pipers, San Diego Sun Harbor Chorus, Father Daniel 
Griesgraber and Augustinian Father Michael King. Cost: $25. 
Sponsored by St. Madeleine Sophie Center for the 
Developmentally Delayed. Proceeds to building fund. Reserva- 
tions: 444-9001. 

Laughlin, Nev. bus trip, Jan. 23-25. Cost: $55, proceeds to 
the Association for Retarded Children Starlight Center. 
Sponsored by Knights of Columbus Assumption Council 3368. 
Reservation deadline Nov. 30. Info: 427-8522. 


Festival of Christmas, by Lamb’s Players Theatre, National 
City, Noy. 30-Dec. 30. Performed Tues.-Sat. at 8 p.m.; 
Matinees Sat. and Sun. at 2 p.m. Tickets: $10, $9 and $8. 
More: 474-4542. 

Beginning experience, a retreat weekend for divorced, 
separated and widowed to rediscover joy, hope and self-identity, 
Nov. 30- Dec. 2, Prince of Peace Abbey, Oceanside. Cost: $70. 
Info: 480-1838 or 697-9544. 

Catholic Charismatic Conference, Nov. 30-Dec. 2, 
Convention and Performing Arts Center. Donation: adults $17; 
children and youth $5. Sponsored by Diocesan Charismatic 
Renewal Center. Registration info: 459-3266. 

Day of renewal for liturgical ministers, St. Brigid parish hall, 
Pacific Beach, Dec. 1, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Speakers are Jane Via and 
Father Ronald Pachence. Fee: $4. Coffee and refreshments will 
be served. Sponsored by Center for Liturgy and Prayer. 
Registration: 293-3375. 

Holiday in Mexico, a bus tour from Oceanside, Dec. 1. 
Stops at the Rosarita Hotel for breakfast, shopping in Ensenada 
and La Bufadora for lunch. Cost $25. Sponsored by Stella Maris 
183, Young Ladies Institute, for ‘‘Aid to Education’ drive. Paid 
reservations due Oct. 27. Call: 757-7075. ‘ 

First Saturday Mass, St. Mary Magdalene Church, Dec. 1, 
7:45 a.m. Rosary and Fatima prayers follow Mass. Info: 
276-3693. 

Crystal Cathedral annual Christmas pageant, a bus trip by 
St. Vincent de Paul altar society, Dec. 1. Bus leaves a 10 a.m. A 
stop made a Knott’s Berry Farm for lunch. Cost: $25. 
Reservations: 296-2680 or 295-1957. 

Fiesta Mexicana, an annual charity style show and 
luncheon, Dec. 1, Knights of Columbus Hall, Lemon Grove. 
Tickets: $8. Fashions by Flora. Sponsored by Our Lady of 
Grace Council Ladies of Columbus. More: 469-1139 or 
465-9416. 

Christmas book faire, Our Lady of Grace parish center, El 
Cajon, Dec. 1, 2-7 p.m., and Dec. 2, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. To benefit 
school library. 

Laud to the Nativity by Ottorino Respighi, Mary Star of the 
Sea parish, Dec. 2, 3:p.m. Featuring soprano Martha Hamilton, 
Mary Star Choir and Ballet Society. Free. 

Czechoslovakian Mass, Dec. 2, 3 p.m., Benedictine 
Convent. Celebrant: Jesuit Father Jaroslav Popelka. More: 
295-1718. 

Mass and meeting, North American Conference of 
Separated and Divorced Catholics, Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m., St. James 
Church, Solana Beach. Celebrant: Father Paul Palmitessa, to 
address friendship among’singles. Refreshments and fellowship 
follow Mass. A $1 donation requested. Details: 755-2545. 


Advent series by Spiritual Ministry for Adults, Dec. 3,10,17, 
7:30-9:30 p.m. A journey led by the Spirit towards openness and 
hearing the invitation to receive love. Cost: $20. Info: 279-9380. 


Single Again meeting, Dec. 5, 7:30 p.m., Mission San Diego 
de Alcala. Father Mark Campbell, from the Diocesan Tribunal, 
will speak about the status of divorced and separated in the 
Church and the annulment procedure. All invited. 


Regaining our center — meditation in depth, an hour of 
prayer at La Providencia House of Prayer, Wed.for six weeks 
beginning Dec. 5, 10-11 a.m. Led by Sister Patricia Hanson. 
Find peace, refreshment and new energy within. Love offering 
appreciated. More: 698-6775. 

I Think I’ve Heard That Song Before, at Lawrence Welk’s, 
Dec. 6, a bus trip by St. Patrick’s Seniors. Cost: $27.50, 
includes buffet lunch and matinee. Details: 282-7109 or 
232-0708. - 


Around the Diocese 


Fall chorale and Christmas concert, Founders Chapel, USD, 
Dec. 7, 8 p.m. by the University Chorus and Vocal Ensemble. 
Choral portion includes works by Victoria, Croce, Viadana; 
Bach and more. Also festive selections of Baroque music. Free. 

Crafts and baked goods sale, St. Louise de Marillac parish 
hall, El Cajon, Dec. 8, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sponsored by St. Louise 
de Marillac Altar and Rosary Society. 

Music series at St. Joseph Cathedral continues Dec. 9 with 
Christmas music performed by choir, organist and string trio. 
Free. Details: 239-0229. 

The Early Music Ensemble, an Advent concert, Mary, Star 
of the Sea Church, Dec. 9, 3 p.m. Into: 466-9437. 

Los Angeles Christmas spectacular, a bus trip by St. 
Patrick’s Seniors, Dec. 11. Cost: $27. Call: 282-7109 or 
232-0708. 

Crystal Cathedral’s Glory of Christmas, Dec. 11 and 18, a St. 
Patrick’s Seniors bus trip. Cost: $27. More: 282-7109 or 
232-0708. 

Wonderful music and lunch at Lawrence Welk’s, Escondido, 
‘Dec. 12. Sponsored by St. Martin’s Woman’s Club. 
Reservations: 466-5587. 

Orchestra concert, Dec. 12, 8 p.m., Camino Theater, USD. 
Featuring works on theme of Romeo and Juliet from Bellini to 
Prokofief by USD Symphony. Admission: general $4; seniors 
$3; students and military $2. More: 291-6480. 

Las Posadas, a procession commemorating the search for 
shelter by Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem, Dec. 12, 7 p.m. 
Begins in Old Town Plaza and travels around Old Town State 
Historic Park. Christmas carol singing during procession. All 
welcome. Sponsored by San Diego County Historical Days 
Association. More: 296-3882. 

Directed retreat, by Spiritual Ministry for Adults, Dec. 
14-16. Not overnight. Hours: Fri. 7:30-9:30 p.m.; Sat. 9:30 
a.m.-8:30 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Focus on personal prayer 
life of each person. Scripture passages pondered. Cost: $35 
(includes 3 meals). Info: 279-9380. 

Getting off the merry-go-round, a workshop for professional 
women, Dec. 15, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., La Providencia House of 
Prayer. Donation requested. Details: 698-6775. 

Loving to laugh — laughing to live, an evening of fun and 
encouragement for separated/divorced Catholics to prevent 
holiday blues, loneliness... beginning with Mass at 7:30 p.m,, 
St. James Church, Solana Beach, Dec. 17. Speaker: Donna 
Wilson. A $1 donation requested. More: 755-2545. 

Lesson and carols, an Advent concert, Mary, Star of the Sea 
Church, La Jolla, Dec. 23, 3 p.m. Featuring Mary Star Choir 

- and Soloists. Info: 466-9437. 

Peace vigil for the New Year, Dec. 30, 8 p.m.-midnight, by 
Spirtual Ministry for Adults. Free. Call: 279-9380. 

New Year’s Eve celebration and Charismatic Mass, Holy 
Family Church, Linda Vista, Dec. 31. Social hour at 7 p.m.; 
Mass at 9:30 p.m. Celebrant: Father Edward Kaicher. Details: 
459-3255. 

Ensenada cruise, Jan. 8, a bus trip by’St. Patrick’s Seniors. 
Cost: $87, includes two gourmet meals on board. Call: 282-7109 
or 232-0708.: 

Las Vegas, a St. Patrick’s Seniors bus trip, Jan. 15-17. Cost: 
$67 twin; $92 single. More: 282-7109 or 232-0708. 


Items for this column must be received in writing by noon 
the Friday before publication on Thursday of the following 
week. We can not accept items via telephone. Mail to: 
Around the Diocese, Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San 
Diego, Calif, 92138. 


Cost: $1.50 per 33-character line, $6.00 minimum per issue. Print or 
type your ad with name, address and phone number and send it to: 
Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138, or 
phone (619) 574-6393. Ad deadline is noon Friday. 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 

diagnoses, 120/240 volt installation. 

Custom wiring and lighting. Low 

prices. No job too small. Day or night 

— 7 days. 222-1904. Call Robert. TF 
> 


WALLPAPER HANGING, PAINTING, 
DRAPERIES: High quality, low prices. 
Also fine selection of wall coverings 
and draperies. References. Call 
Myles, 569-1527. TF 


Thank you St. Jude, for favors 
received. | shall continue to pray to 
you. D.M.F. 

11/1,8,15,22 


Thank you St. Jude for all the favors 
received. | shall continue to pray to 
you. L.F. 1/15, 22 


J & T CONSTRUCTION: Brick, block, 
decorative walls & concrete work. 
Residential specialist - free 
estimates. 466-8442. 
10/25,11/1,8,15,22,29 


Thank you Jesus, Blessed Mother and 
St. Jude for prayers answered. 
oe - 11/8,15,22,29 


MODELS Male/Female for fashion 
production. $25/hr. No experience 
necessary. Portfolio helpful. Phone 
270-5211. 11/8,15,22,29 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding receptions and lunch and 
dinner parties. 284-8405. TF 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING ond 
boarding. Bath and Flea Dip for any 
dog $5 ($6 over 50 Ibs.) while you 
wait. A DOG’S WORLD, 2324-1/2 
30th St., San Diego, 280-4880; 2869 
Ridgeway Dr., National City, 
267-2577. TF 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel to your home or hotel. 
Custom made to any size. Screens, 
doors and solar screens. Fiberglass. 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs., 7 
days a week. Call 280-7360. TF 
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Great Stocking Stuffer! 

199 Upbeat Ways to Quit Smoking 
120-page spiral-bound book. Send 
check or M.O. for $9.50 to: Fr. Bill 
Condon, Ph.D., 604 Shellcracker 
Court, Tampa, Florida 33612. 

11/15,22,29 


QUALITY HOUSEPAINTING 

EXTERIOR & INTERIOR 

References & insured 

For a free estimate call 

ERICK 299-7681 TF 


LYONS carpet & upholstery cleaning. 
Churches, schools and residential. 
Licensed and insured. Call: 422-8702 
for free estimate. TF 


WANTED: Used van or small enclosed 
truck for hauling food to poor 
families. Tax deductible gift. 
298-6890. 11/15, 22, 29 


RESIDENTIAL EXPANSION & REMODEL- 
ING SPECIALIST. We can do it all for 
you. A new kitchen or extra bath, 


-new bedroom or family room, 2nd 


story addition our specialty. Deal 
direct with contractor John Sickler 
Construction. Call 582-6340 any- 
time. Lic. 269965. TF 


Hauling: We haul anything — very 
reasonable, Quick & clean. Discount 
to Sr. Citizens. 583-0357: TF 


WE ARE FORMING: group for Calif. 
Mission Tour in Jan. ‘85. We still 
have seats on Dec. & Jan. Las Vegas 
charters. Call for info. 281-7571 
11/1,8,15,22 


Sewing Machine Needed by ladies 
group sewing for needy poor. 
298-6890. 11/8,15,22 


St. Jude, Thank you. for your help in 
my time of stress. | will continue to 
believe and pray. My prayers were 
answered. P.H.  - 11/22 


Thank you St. Jude and Sacred Heart 
of Jesus for answering my prayers. | 
will continue to pray. P.F. 11/22 


WANTED: Send us your old Catholic 
magazines. We distribute them to 
prisoners. Brothers of Christ the 
Prisoner, Huntley, IL 60142. 
MYO lon 22,129. 


ST. JUDE: O Holy St. Jude, near 
kinsman of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
thank you for giving your attention to 
my special problem. Please continue 
to do so until my problem is solved, 
but not my will, but God's be done. | 
will make your name known and cause 
you to be invoked. Say 3 Our Fathers, 
3 Hail Marys, 3-Glorias. This novena 
has never been known to fail. 
Publication must be _ promised. 
R.0. 11/22, 12/20 


Give Christmas to our Indian children 
and elderly. Prayers, donation 
needed. Fr. McNeill, St. Bonaventure 
Indian Missions, Thoreau, New 
Mexico 87323. 11/22, 29, 12/6, 13 


St. Jude, please help me in my special 
need. | will continue to pray to you, 
and thanks for past favors. | will 
make your name known. 
L.A.0. 11/22 


Novena to St. Jude 


St. Jude, apostle and martyr, great in 
virtue, rich in miracles, kinsman of 
Christ, intercessor of all who invoke 
your name in time of need, | pray to 
you, to use your great God-given 
power to aid me in my urgent 
petition. In return, | promise to make 
your name known. Say 3 Our Fathers, 
3 Hail Marys, and 3  Glorias. 
Publication must be promised. Novena 
has never been known to fail. My 
request was granted. J.C. 

1/22, 29, 12/6, 13, 20 


ROOM FOR RENT: Private bath, close 
to Mission; at bus stop. Reasonable. 
Call 583-4266. 11/22, 29 


Ex-Offenders and Citizens: Invited to 
weekly rap sessions; 7 steps to 
freedom. Each Monday at 7 p.m., 
3052 Clairemont Dr., Suite ‘’H’’, 7th 
Step Foundation. 298-6890. z 
11/8, 15, 22, 29 
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El Obispo Arizmendi estimula 
conciencia nacional en P.R. 


Por Jaime Vidal 


La Isla de Puerto Rico, situada en el 
area de los primeros descubrimientos, fue 
una de las primeras en ser poblada por los 
espanoles y la primera terra del Nuevo 
Mundo en tener obispo residente. (Las 
didcesis de Puerto Rico, Santo Domingo 
y La Vega en la isla de Espanola fueron 
fundadas al mismo tiempo, pero Don 
Alonso Manso, obispo fundador de 
Puerto Rico fue el primero de los tres en 
cruzar cl Atlanuico, Ilegando*a América 
eng 1513). 


En sus primeros anos la isla prometia 
ser una mina de oro. Sus colonizadores se 
hacian grandes ilusiones que se resumen 
en el nombre de ‘*Puerto Rico’? que 


dicron a su ciudad, y se demuestran en los | 


planes de edificar en ella una catedral tan 
grande como la de Sevilla. 


Pero la promesa de oro result6 falsa, y 
cl interés y las energias de Espafia se 
desplazaron hacia la Tierra firme, 
especialmente las dos uerras. que si 
producian oro: México y Peru. Por dos 
siglos Puerto Rico se convirtié en una 
uerra olvidada, al margen de los 
acontecimientos, Si Espafia se molestaba 
en conservarla, cra tan s6lo por su valor 
estratégico como Have del mar Caribe. 


En esta isla, en el dia de San Alejo, 17 
de julio de 1757, nacio Juan Alejo, hijo de 
Don Migucl Antonio de Arizmendi y 
Dona Juana Isabel de la Vorre. Sus 
padres cran ambos “‘criollos,’? nombre 
que se daba a las personas de sangre 
espanola, pero nacido cn América. Aun 
no se les Hamaba ‘*puertorriquefos.”’ 


Pero la diferencia entre el “eriollo’’ y el 
““peninsular’” se hacia notar por toda la 
América hispana, ya que muchos de los 
altos puestos del gobierno y de la Iglesia 
estaban cn la prdctica reservados para los 
que venian de Espana. 


- Los peninsulares, amparados cn su 
privilegio, miraban con cierto desprecio a 
los criollos, y estos a su vez miraban al 
peninsular con resentimiento bastante 
comprensible. 


Poco a poco — mas pronto cn algunas 
colonias que en otras — los criollos se 
Iban sintiendo menos ‘espanoles, 
comenzando a llamar ‘“‘patria’’ a la tierra 
en que habian nacido y no a aquella bajo 
cuya bandera sus abuelos  habian 
conquistado el Nuevo Mundo. 


Al nacer Juan Alejo de Arizmendi, 
estas inquictudes apenas comenzaban a 
asomar cabeza en las colonias mas 
adelantadas; en Puerto Rico ni se pensaba 
en eso. Pero al culminar su carrera, la 
explosidn de esas inquietudes habia de 
colorear sus Ultimos ahos con destellos de 
esperanza y de amargura, y habia de dar 
contexto a su personalidad histdrica. 


E] nifo Juan Alejo crecid sintiendo en 
su corazon el llamado al sacerdocio. Pero 
en csa tla. marginada, no habia 
seminario, ni escuela de estudios 
superiores. 


Al igual que los demas puertorriquefos 
que deseaban seguir la carrera 
eclesidstica, cl nifio tuvo que dejar su 


‘patria para estudiar en el seminario. de 


Caracas, Venezuela y luego en la 
Universidad de ‘Vomds de Aquino en 
Santo Domingo. Por razones que no 
conocemos, Arizmendi se ordend en la 
Catedral Primada de esta ciudad y quedd 
cjerciendo su ministerio en ella. 


Amado a Dios 

Pero Dios lo queria para Puerto Rico, 
y, para atracrlo otra vez a su terra, 
uliliz6 su naciente amistad con un 
importante sacerdote peninsular, Don 
Felipe José de ‘Trespalacios, candénigo de 
la Catedral Primada y provisor de la 
arquididcesis de Santo Domingo. 


Arizmendi y ‘Trespalacios fueron 


adquiriendo confianza uno con el otro. 
En 1784, ‘Trespalacios recibe el 
nombramicnto de obispo de Puerto Rico, 
quicn al pasar a su nueva didcesis se lleva 
consigo a su amigo como vicario general, 


Cinco anos mas tarde, Vrespalacios es 
trasladado a Cuba, como primer, obispo 
de La Habana. Pero Arizmendi se queda 
en su terra, sirviendo fielmente a los dos 
obispos siguientes. 


En 1802 queda otra vez vacante la sede 
de Puerto” Rico, y —: tal vez por 
recomendaciones desde La Habana — el 
rey Carlos [IV rompe la costumbre de la 
corona y nombra un obispo criollo para 
Puerto” Rico: Don Juan Alejo de 
Arizmendi y de la ‘Vorre. 


Pronto) empezo cl nuevo obispo a 
cobrar fama de limosnero. A tal extremo 
llev6 suo caridad que gasté toda su 
herencia familiar y rentas como obispo en 
limosnas. Cuando ya no le quedaba nada, 
se vid forzado a emplear sus Uempos 
libres en tejer canastas, que luego vendia 
en cl mercado, para seguir haciendo la 
caridad. 


Este amor a los necesitados dejd su 
huella en los dos retratos que nos quedan 
del obispo criollo del pincel de José 
Campeche, cl primer -pintor 
pucrtorriqueno, Uno se encuentra en ta 
Catedral sobre cl lugar de su tumba_y cl 
oto en cl) Arzobispado. En ambos 
Arizmendi aparece vestido. con sus 
habitos cpiscopales: roquete, esclavina y 
cruz pectoral, pero con las manos 
ocupadas en tejer una canastilla. 


La historia del mundo por esos anos cra 
cada vez mas turbulenta, y Puerto Rico 
no iba a poder quedarse en paz al margen 
de los acontecimientos. 


Napoledn habia Ievado sus armas 
hasta Espana y, tras secuestrar al rey y a 
su familia, habia dado la corona espanola 
a su hermano José Bonaparte. El pucblo 
espanol no habia aceptado este cambio 
alzandose en lucha desesperada contra el 
invasor, proclamando, hasta que el rey 
volvicra del exilio, una junta de 
Regencia. 


Para alrontar la emergencia, esta junta 
convocd cortes en la ciudad de Cadiz 
llamando a esta asamblea representantes, 
no sdlo de las provincias espafiolas, sino 
también de las colonias americanas. 


Para representar a Puerto Rico result 
electo Don Ramoén Power y Giralt, quien 
al Negar a Cadiz seria. escogido como 
primer vice-presidente de las cortes, pero 
que moriria enseguida en una epidemia 
que barrid dicha ciudad. 


Proteger los derechos puertorriquenos 

E] 16 de agosto de 1809 se cfectué en 
San Juan una solemne ceremonia para 
despedir al diputado Power. En = la 
ceremonia cl Obispo Arizmendi se quité 
su anillo. pastoral, simbolo de su 
matrimonio con su didcesis de Puerto 
Rico, y se lo entregé a Power, pidiéndole 
que lo Ievara siempre puesto ‘‘como 
prenda segura que os afirmard en la 
memoria vuestra resolucién de proteger 
los derechos de nuestros compatriotas, 
como yo mismo la tengo de morir por mi 
amada grey.”’ 


Con esas palabras y ese grito simbolico, 
el Obispo Arizmendi sacaba a la luz la 
consciencia de que Puerto Rico era 
patria; de que los nacidos allf no eran 
espanoles, ni criollos, sino ya 
““pucrtorriqucnos,’’ y de que ya existia 
para cllos una identidad propia. 


Esas valientes y proféticas palabras no 
pasaron desapercibidas por los espafioles. 
El. gobernador de Puerto Rico las 
Interpret6 como subversivas, haciendo 
desde entonces todo lo posible — por 
desacreditar al Obispo y socavar su 
posicion. 


Ei] mas influyente entre los can6nigos 
de la Catedral, Don Nicolas Alonso 


Andrade .y Sanjudn, peninsular — y 
conservador a rajatabla, servia de foco a 
los eclesidsticos descontentos. Pero 
Arizmendi seguia con seguridad — su 
camino. 


En México y Venezucla ardia ya la 
revolucion, En 1810 Hegaron a Puerto 
Rico varios seminaristas venezolanos. Si 
Arizmendi habia tenido que ir a Caracas 
por falta de seminario, ahora ellos tenian 
que venir a Puerto Rico por falta de 
obispo, ya que el de Caracas — 
peninsular, como casi todos los. de 
América — habia partido con las tropas 
espanolas y no tenian quién los ordenara 
de sacerdotes. 


Querian ordenarse en Puerto> Rico y 
luego volver a su partria donde la huida 
de muchos sacerdotes espafoles habia 
causado ‘una escasez dradstica de 
sacerdotes. 


Il gobernador de Puerto Rico tomé 
esto. como signo de simpatia por la 
revolucion y prohibid a Arizmendi que los 
ordenara. Pero al Obispo le importaban 
mas las necesidades de un pueblo privado 
de los sacramentos que las conveniencias 
politicas del gobierno, y los ordend, 
desafiando las prohibiciones. 


La situacidn entre el gobernador y el 
obispo ya rayaba en insostenible, y tal vez 
para dar oportunidad a que se calmaran 
los dnimos, Arizmendi salié de la capital 
para hacer la visita pastoral de todas las 
parroquias de la isla. 


En medio de este viaje, enfermé de 
gravedad en el pueblo de Mayagticz. 
Sinuéndose morir, pidid que lo Ilevaran al 
cercano pueblito de Hormigueros, 
santuario de la Virgen de Montserrat. 


En aquella época en que atin no se 
conocia la devocidn de la Providencia, era 
el centro de devoci6n mariana en la isla. 
Alli, en el santuario humilde de la Madre 
de los puertorriquefios, queria morir y ser 
enterrado. 


Pero sus familiares y acompafantes 
insiscron en Ilevarlo mas bien hacia la 
capital, con la esperanza de que alli 
encontrara auxilio médico y salvara su 
vida. El cortejo lleg6 hasta Arecibo, y allt, 
cel 12 de octubre de 1814, murid Don Juan 
Alejo de Arizmendi, lorado por todo su 
pucblo. 


Falta de conciencia nacional 

Con él muridé la esperanza de que en 
Puerto Rico surgiera una conciencia 
nacional orientada y bendecida por la 
Ivlesia. 

La corona de Espafia se aseguré de no 
volver a proponer otro obispo nativo, y el 
segundo obispo puertorriqueno, el actual 


Cardenal Aponte, no fue consagrado, 


hasta cl 12 de octubre. de 1960, 
exactamente 146 anos después de la 
muerte de Arizmendi. 


Durante todo el siglo XIX la Iglesia-de 
Puerto Rico fue un baluarte del partido 
conservador a cambio de la proteccién del 
gobierno colonial. 


Pero por esa proteccidn tuvo que pagar 
un precio terrible, ya que todo jdven que 
tomaba conciencia de patria iba poco a 
poco perdiendo su simpatia por la Iglesia 
y hasta su fe buscando refugio espiritual 
en la masoneria o el espiritismo. Esas 
heridas no han cicatrizado atin 
totalmente. 


Confiamos que alla en el cielo, Don 
Juan Alejo de Arizmendi, primer obispo 
nativo de Puerto Rico ruegue a Dios por 
su patria, pidiendo para ella muchos 
sacerdotes; sacerdotes* que comprendan 
las aspiraciones de su pueblo y que se 
identifiquen con ellas; sacerdotes que 
sean lideres en la lucha por un Puerto 
Rico puertorriquefio y cristiano. 


El autor puertorriqueno tiene su doctorado en 
teologia_y ensena en la Universidad de Seton 
Hall. : 
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By Michael Gallagher 


NEW YORK (NC) — The Killing 
Fields (Warners-Goldcrest) is easily the 
outstanding film of the year so far. It is 
not likely that anything that comes 
afterwards is likely to surpass it. 


Produced by David Puttnam, who did 
Chariots of Fire and directed by Roland 
Joffe, a television director making his first 
feature film, The Killing Fields is a 
British-made; American-financed 
dramatization of one of the greatest 
catastrophes of the 20th century: the 
slaughter of some 3 million Cambodians, 
out of a population of 7 million. 

THEY WERE massacred by theirown _ inevitable 


countrymen, the victorious Khmer place. 
Rouge, who overthrew the American- 


Schanberg. 


Slaughter of Cambodians in 
"70s is detailed in new film 


Pran (Haing S. Ngor), discovers that a 
city to the north has been bombed by a 
B-52 with hundreds of civilian casualities. 


THWARTED BY tthe American 
military attache from traveling by 
helicopter, he finally gets there when Pran 
bribes the crew of a patrol boat, an 
incident that illustrates how invaluable 
the intelligent, intensely loyal Pran is to 


Schanberg, 
driven by ambition, refuses to take 
enough account of the signs of the times 
and fails to gives sufficient consideration 
to what might happen to Pran when the 
Communist victory takes 


an idealistic man _ but 


A 16-year-old boy gives a boost to the career of a young singer, and she takes him to 
bed in gratitude. A limp, romantic comedy filled with unpleasant people. It is also a 
ringing endorsement of sexual promiscuity. The U.S. Catholic Conference has 
classified it O — morally offensive. The industry rating is R — restricted. 


George Burns is back as the Divinity with an infinite number of one-liners. This time 
he gets to double as the devil and play poker for an errant soul. Only mildly amusing. 
What humor there is comes from Burns. Some sexual references in the dialogue, but 
otherwise innocuous. The U.S. Catholic Conference has classified it A-I] — adults and 
adolescents. The industry rating is PG — parental guidance suggested. 


Failed comedy about an Ohio housewife who wins a trip to Paris and, after suffering 
a blow to the head, carries on like a female James Bond. Because of its ringing 
endorsement of adultery, it has been classified O — morally offensive. The Motion 
Picture Association of America rating is PG — parental guidance suggested. 


Finally, befriended by a local Khmer 
Rouge leader, who deplores the killing, 
Pran gains a breathing space and, finally, 
escapes across the border into Thailand. 

THOUGH THE film is unsparing in 


backed government of Lon Nol and 
occupied Phnom Penh in the spring of 
1975. Despite the scope of the tragedy, it 
was an event overshadowed in this 
country by the the tall of the Saigon 
regime, which occurred shortly 
afterwards. 

The Killing Fields, which is more than 
two hours in length, deals with the 
tragedy of Cambodia in terms of a 
friendship. The friendship, real not 
fictional, is that between New York 
Times correspondent Sydney Schanberg 
and his Cambodian assistant, Dith Pran, 
and the film is based upon Schanberg’s 


He succeeds in evacuating Pran’s wife 
and children in the last hectic hours 
before the Khmer Rouge enter the fallen 
capital, but Pran_ himself, implicitly 
encouraged by Schanberg, stays behind 


AFTER SAVING the life of Schanberg 
and the other two correspondents, Pran 
disappears, and Schanberg goes back to 
New York to an acclaim that leaves a 
bitter taste in his mouth. He, with good 
reason, has a guilty conscience. 


Miraculously, Dith Pran surivives. He 
survives in the death camps where a nod 
from a child with blazing, hate-filled eyes 
is enough to doom a man who looks 


its denunciation of the crimes of the 
Khmer Rouge, it is also quite strong in its 
indictment of the Nixon administration 
for carrying on a secret war in Cambodia 
regard whatsoever for the 
consequences for the hapless people of 
that country. The parallel to Nicaragua is 
obvious — and ominous. 

The Killing Fields, for all its power, has 
friendship that is 
supposed to be at its center loses out to the 
more compelling account of the tragedy of 
The re-creation of the war 
itself — death amid chaos — and the 


holocaust that follows — death amid 


1980 New York Times Magazine article, 
“The Death and Life of Dith Pran.”’ 


The story begins in 1973 in Phnom 
Penh. Schanberg (Sam  Waterston), 
acting on information uncovered by Dith 


Father Bruce Ritter 


Thanks, Bruce, for run- 
ning this place. When | 
become a millionaire, I'm 
going to open a center just 
like this. 


The voice welled up out 
of the darkness on the floor 
of the lounge in our Center. We had just bedded down 50 
overflow kids there. Another 200 were upstairs. 


| had stopped in about 11:00 p.m. It’s one of my favorite 
times to be in the Center — to watch the magical transfor- 
mation of dozens of street-wise drifters, wanderers, mid- 
night cowboys and potential Mary Magdalenes into a 
gaggle of sleeping very vulnerable children. 


The boy made no attempt to whisper. He wanted to be 
heard. | kicked the kid gently in the leg. I'm glad you're 
here, | said. | hope you become a millionaire rea/ soon — 
like tomorrow. He grinned quietly back up at me. 


| walked around a bit. stepping over a dozen kids. kick- 
ing them if | thought they wanted to be kicked. grabbing a 
few hands'that rose up out of that dark floor to block my 
path for a moment. 


The kids quieted down real quick that night. It is almost 
magic the way 250 assorted urban wolflings can turn into 
children again. An extraneous text from the Gospel slid 
through my mind: “Unless you become as little children...” 
| banished it quickly, the thought somehow incongruous. 
out of place. The gaudy, colored lights from the Cameo por- 
no theater and Paradise Alley (the peep show across the 
Street) flickered through our windows and touched the 
faces and bodies of our sleeping kids. “...you shall not 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” said the lights... Oh yes they 
will. | said. And the text was no longer incongruous and out 
of place. 


And in my guts where logic has no place and in my head 
where it rules too often there erupted again that absolute 
conviction that | have come to recognize as the voice of 
God: these kids are His and He loves them and that is the 
only. best and sufficiently compelling reason to be here, or 
in Houston, or Toronto. or Guatemala, or Fort Lauderdale. 


For the moment at least. it seemed the crisis. the anxie- 
ty. the pain. the lonely terrors they would wake to were 
forgotten. And then my thoughts turned bleak and sour: 
when they wake tomorrow, they would be engulfed again 


Father Bruce Ritter. OFM Conv.. is the founder and President of 
Covenant House, which operates crisis centers for homeless and 
runaway boys and girls all over the country. 
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educated or 
calloused enough. He survives by playing 
the fool. He survives by eating lizards and 
sucking blood from tiny slits he cuts in the 
necks of stolid oxen. 


by that implacable and unrelenting anxiety thatrules their . 


whose hands are not 


Menges. 


( (es (com ( (ce (or. (cess ( cs (con. (sos. (sen (ce ( 
lives, and that is so often manifested by an extreme need 
for attention — and the behavior designed to get it. 


“On Thanksgiving we just naturally count our 
blessings...” 


Our younger children are hungry, jealous goslings, jostl- 
ing each other away from the mother/father source of 
warmth and safety. They cry out to be owned. Our older 


kids hurt more, more suspicious and independent, . 


hawkish and wary, circle in erratic near, then far orbits. 
Owning them is risky. 


On Thanksgiving we just naturally count our blessings 
— a bit guiltily perhaps — and try to figure out, once 
again, why we, among so many, should be so favored. 


We're grateful, most of all. for our kids, who every day 
reveal the face of God to us: the kid who thanked me — the 
one who wanted to be a millionaire. so he could help other 
kids — was grateful for a place on the floor. He preached a 
sermon that | could never equal. 


Betsy is grateful, too. | never met her — she's one of the 
thousands of kids who come to Covenant House whom | 
never see — but she wrote me a letter to say thanks: 


I've been running away for about 4 years. All the 
time | ran | never wanted help from authorities or 
anybody. | was always Satisfied being on my own. 
The last time | ran away was last summer and that 
was the one time! was glad for help. I'm only 16 but! 
have a maturish baby face. a face and a body that 
many men like.| meta pimp... who promised me alot 
of things. but what attracted me to him the most was 
the way he paid attention to me and listened to me. | 
really needed somebody to listen to me and when he 
came around. | was just so down. | was vulnerable. | 
went with him to his place where he pampered me for 
3 days and really appeared to care. Then the time 
came when| had to repay him. | was so scared | just 
ran from him and luckily | found Covenant House. 


The people on the staff were so nice. | was scared 
to trust them with the truth about my name and ad- 
dress so | gave a phony one. | was treated very nice 
by the others there and! even made a friend. one who 
knew what the life on the street was like. He really 
scared me pretty bad. but it did make me go home. 
and boy. oh. boy.!'m so glad. My mother listened to 
me. and she actually helped. 


| just want to say. “Thank You”. just for being so 
kind enough to care about kids to have Covenant 
House available to others like me. 


eerie silence and a terrifying order — is 
superbly done, thanks in large part to the 
splendid cinematography of Chris 


Part of the problem is the performance 


Capsule Movie Review 
No Small Affair 


Oh, God! You Devil 


American Dreamer 


of Sam Waterston as Schanberg. He 
conveys the driving ambition of the 
correspondent but he comes across as 
annoyingly petulant, and he shows little 
of the warmth and humanity that would 
have inspired the kind of loyalty that Pran 
displays. 


HAING S. NGOR, on the other hand, 
a non-actor who 1s himself a Cambodian 
refugee who experienced the Khmer 
Rouge horror firsthand, is superb as 
Pran, especially in the latter half of the 
film, which depicts Pran’s ordeal in’ the 
killing fields that give the film its tite. 


And this, of course, is what makes The 
Killing Fields a movie not to be missed, 
though the hard truths that it tells are not 
likely to make it a winner at the box 
office. Because of some graphic, but not 
overdone, scenes of carnage, the U.S. 
Catholic Conference has classified it A-II 
— adults and adolescents. The Motion 
Picture Association of America’s rating is 
R — restricted. 


| like to think we own our kids. Certainly, in all the basic 
human ways they are ours. They belong to us as surely as 
any wandering maverick on the range belonged to the first 
cowboy who found it. Last night, we “owned” 550 
“mavericks” we found wandering in the concrete canyons 
s our cities and brought to the safe corrals of Covenant 
ouse. 


You own them too, of course. That's part of what binds 
us together. Beyond any saying of it, this Thanksgiving, 
we are grateful to the Lord for you. 


I've never met most of you personally, yet | find myself 
worrying about your families, your kids. especially. Re- 
joicing when things go well with you; unhappy when they 
don't. 


“Il hope this Thanksgiving is a happy and 
peaceful and love-shared time for you.” 


| hope this Thanksgiving is a happy and peaceful and 
love-shared time for you. It will be for us and our kids. 


In their name | thank you for loving them and caring 
about them. They are grateful. We are. too. Thanks for 
helping us pay our bills each month. God /s the only com- 
pelling reason why we should be here for our kids. but you 
make it possible. 


Pray for us. We pray for you all the time. 


| Yes. ! agree all kids should have an opportunity like 
Betsy. Enclosed is my gift of: S 
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